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Student activity fees pay
for room renovation
n Months later,
decision creates
disorder in USG
BY ADRIENNE RAYSKI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

BEN PREUSS | THE TICKER

CMJ Music Marathon hit New York City music venues this past week with rising acts. See page 14.

Controversy
comes to
college
n Joseph
Massad to speak
during Palestine
Awareness Week
BY GLENN GEIS
BUSINESS EDITOR

During club hours this Thursday, Nov. 16, the Arab Alliance
will be sponsoring quite a controversial event in having Joseph
Massad,
a
professor at
Columbia
University,
speak at Mason Hall for
the upcoming Palestine
Awareness
Week. The author, speaker
and professor JOSEPH MASSAD
has stirred up
allegations of anti-semitism and
racism at Columbia University in
the past and his coming to Baruch
has not been different.
Massad’s controversy centers
around allegations of anti-semetic and racist remarks during
lectures, as well as in comments
to Isreali students. Though these
are just allegations and Columbia
University has concluded that the
accusations are not true, there

SEE JOSEPH MASSAD PAGE 3
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Nearly three months after the
Baruch College board of directors approved a proposal to renovate the VC’s Multipurpose Room,
some members of the undergraduate student government are reacting against the decision. The issue
looks to be reasonably argumentative — monies for this project were
taken from the student activity fee
surplus, a fee that is meant to facilitate student-oriented activities
and services such as workshops,
student media, cultural and social
events and the health center. Capital investments, like renovations to
the building, are plausibly a stretch
of the fee’s fundamental purpose.
This very notion was what
made former undergraduate
student government president,
Keston Barrow, vehemently opposed to using student fees for the
project. “This was something we

didn’t want,” he says, referring to
the USG cabinet he led last school
year. “I know about this from people [from the current USG] who
have reached out to me asking
why things changed. This is not
how I left things.” Barrow believes
the college auxiliary board could
have financed renovations with-

I don’t want it to be
another 14 floor with
all these great facilities
and students can’t get
to it — especially
since students are
paying for it.”
- Keston Barrow
Former USG President

Communication
obstacles apparent
at USG roundtable COS position a mystery
BY APRIL AYALA
STAFF WRITER

Coming on the heels of a fervent Leadership Weekend, Tuesday’s USG Roundtable discussion
aimed to put out fires ignited by
accusations from student leaders
of USG’s club mismanagement
and fiscal irresponsibility.
President Bernard Banks,
supported by his vice president,
senators and treasurer, opened
up the meeting expressing frustration in seeing the same faces at
USG meetings time after time. He
explained that leadership at Baruch has nose-dived over the last
two years. “The system is broke
right now,” Banks said. “How is it
broke? . . . No one is serving.”
Before delving into student involvement, Banks addressed the
chatter surrounding Leadership
Weekend. He outlined the feedback he received from embittered
student leaders. Concerns included dissatisfaction with budget allocation, competition between
events, a lack of communication
between the USG and club leaders and the USG budget surplus,
which made headlines last week.
The undergrad government’s
“game plan” is based upon focus
group findings. Kicking off this
Tuesday, USG hopes to use the
meetings to find real solutions to
these problems. “We need to de-

OPINION

fine what our culture is,” Banks
said in an effort to encourage students to attend.
The fiscal focus group will
be held during club hours on
Tuesday, Nov. 14 and Saturday
Nov. 18. All budget and surplus
questions will be answered with
fine-grained detail at that time.
Banks also indicated that the surplus might not even exist but did
not offer further insight into this
statement. What these sessions
yield will be used to advance the
USG’s goal of funding every active
club in the spring semester.
The strategic planning focus
group will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 21 and Tuesday, Dec. 5. The
agenda will include the synchronization of events, a possible club
database and ways for clubs to
reach out to more students. There
are 172 clubs at Baruch and only
10 percent of the 12,000 undergraduates participate in them,
according to the Office of Student
Life. Building awareness is crucial
to increasing involvement.
Currently, from 12:30 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday, students are subjected to
club overload. Dean of Student
Life, Carl Aylman, advocated that
better promoting and scheduling
might arouse student participation. “There is not a hell of a lot

SEE ROUNDTABLE PAGE 3

LEISURE
A satirical
response to
“Porno with
the Kids.”

Business . . . . . . . 6
Opinion . . . . . . . . .10
Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Features . . . . . . . . . 15
Leisure . . . . . . . . 18
Sports . . . . . . . . . 24

Page 10.

S.O.S. fashion
club suits up
for their fifth
annual show of
up-and-coming
designers.

Page 19.

BY SHELLEY NG
NEWS EDITOR

During the Tuesday, Oct. 31
meeting of the Undergraduate Student Government, an announcement was made that a new position has been created in USG that
will be getting a monthly stipend.
However, there is confusion within

“I think he [Banks]
thought that it might
be glamorous to
get other people
to do his job.”
- Anonymous USG member
the USG over two points: one being
whether or not this person is actually being paid and the other being
what the exact responsibilities of
this position are. USG President
Bernard Banks suggested that this
position, “chief of staff,” be implemented in mid-September. Crystal
Gayle, an Undergraduate Student
Senate member and long-time
USG member, has been unofficial
ly fulfilling this role ever since.
“It was a good idea because

out tapping into student activity
fee funds.
“This was not a USG vote, it was
an Association vote,” said Ben
SEE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM PEGE 3

a lot of USG members work and
we put in a lot of time. This person would be able to help us with
external and internal affairs like
throwing an event or printing up
documents,” stated a USG member who requested anonymity for
fear of retaliation by USG member swho disagree. “But the real
problem is that this person has not
been introduced to the entire USG
body,” they continued.
According to Gayle, her chief
of staff position was part of an executive board discussion held in
September. However, she has yet
to be officially presented to the
entire USG senate as the chief of
staff. Originally, this position was
to be reserved for an undergraduate not already part of USG as a
political science internship so that
the student could learn how a government functions. This would be
ideal since the student would be
directly in the middle of all USG
dealings and actions. Though this
notion was theoretically a good
idea, nothing definitive ever came
of it.
Since Gayle has three years of
experience in USG and with USS,
she has already sat in on the executive board and has provided
advice for new executive officers.
The executive board consists of the
president, vice president,

SEE COS POSITION PAGE 3
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News
WBMB “The
Biz” radio
suddenly
shut down

Flu vaccines free to Baruch students
BY MUNIRAM PERSAUD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Students who regularly tune
in to Baruch’s 24/7 radio station, WBMB 87.9, were surprised
to hear reruns of some of their
favorite shows last week. From
Monday, Nov. 6 to Thursday Nov.
9, “The Biz” was temporarily shut
down in order to train its hosts
and on-air personalities on how
to properly use the equipment in
the studio. With many new staff
members having their own shows
this semester, training can be
tough to plan around the group’s
active schedule.
Even though WBMB was not
airing new content, they still had
“best of” shows for all of their programs, giving listeners a chance to
hear favorites that they may have
missed or wanted to hear again.
WBMB offers a wide variety of
programming such as talk, rock,
news, hip-hop and R&B, guaranteeing something for everyone at
Baruch.
This Monday Nov. 13, normal
programming should resume
once new staff members are properly trained on the broadcasting
equipment. Be sure to tune in
to WBMB 87.9 for fan favorites
such as “The Lounge” on Monday
nights to hear music as well as intriguing interviews with today’s
top artists.

One of the nastiest viruses anyone can ever experience is the influenza virus, also known as the
“flu.” With temperatures dropping
in the fall and winter seasons,
there is a greater chance that many
people will catch this awful sickness. Although it might not seem
like the end of the world, the influenza virus is actually quite deadly
and very contagious. Between the
sneezing, coughing, headaches,
chills and fever, the flu virus is not
something to be ignored.
Knowing that the flu virus could
cause an epidemic on a college
campus, the Baruch Health Center acted quickly to take care of its
students. For over five years, the
health center, in partnership with
Beth Israel Hospital and the CUNY
Office of Student Services has provided free flu vaccinations to Baruch students on a first come, first
served basis.
“We want to vaccinate the
healthy people. If we vaccinate the
healthy people, then we can get
rid of the traces of the flu virus,”
stated a health center nurse. The
health center operates under the
laws of the Department of Health
and Human Services: Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
or CDC. According to the CDC annual report for 2006-2007, “Influenza viruses are always changing.
Therefore, influenza vaccines are
updated every year and an annual
vaccination is recommended.”
The CDC reported that the “flu
virus kills about 36,000 people

USG REPORT

Democrats sweep midterm elections; Rumsfeld resigns

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

BY JESSICA BAPTISTE

BY PETER JOHN SIPSAS

LEISURE EDITOR

STAFF WRITER

From Tuesday, Nov. 7
Vice President’s Report
Anthony Hernandez reported
on the USG Roundtable meeting, which took place on Tuesday,
Nov. 7. One of the important issues was making the budget allocation easier for students to understand. He mentioned that two
focus groups related to fiscal and
strategic planning will take place
in November.
Treasurer’s Report
Khanna Tsymuk presented
three co-sponsorship opportunities from the Arab Alliance, the
Debate Team and Shop of Style.
The senate approved Arab Alliance $400 contractual, the Debate Team $1800 refreshments
and contractual and Shop of Style
$300 refreshments.
Evening & Part-Time
Shaquieta Boyd presented the
results of approximately 95 surveys from evening and part-time
students who reported problems
with the registrar, the bursar not
being open, the Advisement and
Orientation Office being unfriendly and understaffed, the
computer labs not being open
late, the Financial Aid Office closing before they get to campus,
SACC not having good evening
hours and not having enough tutors for upper level classes.
Finance Committee
Vladimir Yelizarov reported
that the he will contact clubs who
have not yet received their 2006
– 2007 budgets. All new budgets
will be reviewed on Nov. 28 at the
next Board of Directors meeting.

Democrats swept last Tuesday’s
midterm elections, giving them a
majority in both houses of Congress for the first time since 1994.
In the aftermath of the elections,
President George W. Bush announced the resignation of Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.
The 110th Congress will now
consist of 50 Democrats, one Democratic-caucusing
Independent
and 49 Republicans in the Senate
and 229 Democrats and 196 Republicans in the House of Representatives.
Democrats won Republicanheld governorships in six states
and no incumbent democrat lost
a race. Republicans lost 28 seats in
the House and six in the Senate.
In a Wednesday afternoon
press conference, President Bush
announced that Rumsfeld would
be resigning as soon as the Senate
confirms his new nominee, Robert
Gates.
Only a week earlier, President
Bush said he wanted Rumsfeld and
Vice President Dick Cheney to stay
until his term expires in January
2009. When asked about the inconsistency between what he told
reporters and what he did a week
later, Bush replied, “I didn’t want
to inject a major decision about
this war in the final days of a campaign.”
Gates, the current president of
Texas A&M University, served 26
years in the Central Intelligence
Agency where he became director of central intelligence under
former President George H.W.
Bush. A member of several corporate boards, he has also worked for
the National Security Council and
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Making the most out of limited flu shots.
each year in the United States,
mostly among the elderly.” However, some people are at a higher
risk if they have health problems.
The CDC also reported that influenza can affect “people who have
long term health problems, people
with certain muscle or nerve disorders, people with a weakened immune system, people six months
to 18 years of age on long term aspirin treatment, women who will
be pregnant during the influenza
season and all children six to 59
months of age.”
As the flu season is coming up,
many Baruch students arrived at

served as a member of the Iraq
Study Group, an independent bipartisan panel that studied and assessed the Iraq campaign.
The Iraq Study Group’s final report has not yet been released, but
is expected to present two main
alternatives to the until-recently,
current war strategy of “Stay the
Course”: “Redeploy and Contain”
and “Stability First.” “The study
group is also called the BakerHamilton Commission, after Cochairmen Baker and former Congressman Lee Hamilton (D IL- 9).”
“Redeploy and Contain” indicates a phased withdrawal of
troops to bases near Iraq, where
they could be easily redeployed
when needed. This idea is similar to a plan Congressman Jack
Murtha (D- PA 12th) proposed last
year, which was met with resistance
from the GOP and some Democrats, sparking the GOP campaign
slogan of “Cut and Run.”
“Stability First” calls for establishing and maintaining an American presence in Baghdad and encourages insurgents to stop fighting and, instead, enter the political
realm, while Iraq’s neighbors Iran
and Syria are called upon to help
end the fighting.
Gates, who was close to many
involved in the Iran-Contra Affair
of the 1980s, supports direct dialogues with Iran and Syria, signaling another potential change in
American foreign policy.
With the exit of Rumsfeld, the
release of the Iraq Study Group
report and the possible entry of
Gates as the new secretary of defense, President Bush is surrounding himself with a more pragmatic
group of Republicans who worked
with his father and is distancing
himself from the neo-conservatives

the health center to receive the flu
vaccine last week. Even those with
a strong immune systems are capable of getting the virus, making
the vaccine an important security
measure for everyone. One student
who was waiting to get her shot
stated, “I just wanted to get one
because I saw it on the walls and
flyers.” Surprisingly, many other
students had the same reason for
coming into the health center.
The chance of Baruch students
catching the virus is great, especially since it is a commuter school
where students come into contact
with lots of people and germs on a

of his administration who planned
and pushed for the Iraq War.
Many political analysts regard
this as the White House shifting
to the center, contrary to White
House Deputy Chief of Staff Karl
Rove’s past strategies of appealing
to the right wing of the Republican
Party.
Congressman Rahm Emanuel
(D- Il 5th) and Senator Chuck
Schumer (D- NY), chairmen of the
Democratic Congressional and
Senatorial Campaign Committees,
respectively, were instrumental in
leading their party to victory.
Most effective, however, was
Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean’s 50State Strategy. Upon being elected
to head the DNC, Dean pledged
to reform the party by organizing
Democrats in every voting precinct
in all 50 states, instead of focusing
exclusively on swing states.
The goal of Dean’s 50-state strategy is based on a post-Watergate
model that republicans used in the
1970s, which focuses on the local,
state and national level, building
the party from the ground up.
While Republican scandals,
the president’s low approval rating
and the Iraq War played a significant role in nationalizing the 2006
midterm elections, Dean’s emphasis on connecting with socially
conservative, economic moderates
helped his party win seats in traditionally Republican districts.
There was a wide variety of
Democrats running for office
across the country: pro-lifers, military men, conservatives, moderates, liberals and Iraq War veterans.
Many of these Democrats belong
to the Blue Dog Coalition or the
New Democrat Coalition, groups
of social and economic moderate

daily basis. With the vaccine, however, Baruch students would have
the liberty of knowing that they
will not catch the flu and have to
miss any of their classes or exams.
Although some people are afraid of
flu vaccines, these shots have been
proven to not have any effects. “The
vaccinations are very safe,” said a
health center nurse, “there are no
reactions after the shot.”
The vaccines were given out on
Thursday, Nov. 9 from 12 p.m. to 8
p.m. The next vaccination that will
be given to Baruch students will be
on Monday, Nov. 13 from 12 p.m. to
8 p.m.

and conservative Democrats.
Perhaps the most notable of the
political neophyte democrats was
Jim Webb, the Democratic Senator-elect from Virginia.
A former Marine, Vietnam veteran, Reagan-appointed secretary
of the Navy, who has a son serving
in Iraq, Webb defeated incumbent
Senator George Allen (R- VA) by a
margin of less than 1 percent.
Since the race was close, Allen
was entitled to a recount at the
taxpayer’s expense. In his concession speech, the last of any Senate
race, Allen suggested that he did
not want to drag out an election
when a recount would probably
only confirm the initial results.
The Virginia Senate race was
the last to be called and it won the
Democrats the Senate, a prospect
that many political analysts and
pundits deemed unlikely in the
days approaching the election.
In the biggest democratic upset,
Congressman Harold Ford (D- TN
9) failed to beat Senator-elect Bob
Corker (R- TN) for the Tennessee seat being vacated by current
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist
(R- TN). Ford would have been the
first black Senator from the south
since Reconstruction.
The 110th Congress will begin
its first session on January 3, 2007,
where many other Congressional
firsts will be in place, as well. Nancy Pelosi (D- CA 8) will become the
first woman speaker of the House;
Minnesota’s Congressman-elect
Keith Ellison will become the first
Muslim congressman and there
will be 16 women in the Senate
— the most women serving in the
Senate at one time in American
history.
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Joseph Massad to speak at Baruch
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
have been reports that Massad has
been reprimanded for his actions
and received negative testimonies
from students. The David Project
Center for Jewish Leadership has
been the main initiator in the case
against Massad. In their film, Columbia Unbecoming, professors at
the school are portrayed to have
“created an atmosphere hostile to
academic freedom in and outside
the classroom,” according to www.
isrealoncampuscoalition.org.
At a recent USG meeting, the
board decided to co-sponsor the
event without much information
on Massad and his views. One
member walked out in anger and
some of the audience members reacted with jeers and sighs. However, after re-evaluating the content
of the event, USG withdrew from
the co-sponsorship. “When the
vote took place, the senate didn’t
have adequate information [on
the] controversial views about the
speaker and, therefore, most likely,
USG will no longer sponsor the
event,” said a senator of USG who
wished to remain anonymous.

Still, a majority of the students who
serve on the board sided with the
co-sponsorship of the event. One
member, Shaquieta Boyd, argued,
“Yes, this is a controversial event
but progress does not occur without controversy.” She went on to
question, “How in the world can
we be so diverse and not have a diverse opinion?”
Ehab Zahriyeh, president of
the Arab Alliance contends that
“[Massad] speaks the voice of the
Palestinians and that voice has
been void or missing at Baruch
College.”
He goes on to say that “the organization that made Columbia
Unbecoming, The David Project, is
actually what is controversial. They
stirred up the controversy and Joseph Massad is the victim of it.” The
alliance feels that their voice is not
heard at Baruch and the controversy around Massad is not justified. Though Zahriyeh admits that
the event may be controversial,
he believes that it is important for
Palestine Awareness Week since
“most Palestinians don’t find him
controversial.”
In contrast, Eli Yadid, president

of the Hillel Club, expressed his
discomfort with the event. “We believe his teachings [instill] hate and
teach hate rather than value life
and respect.” Since the accusations
against Massad were made public
a few years ago, the concerns of
many are similar to Yadid’s, who
added, “We fear he can instill hate
on campus towards religions, ethnicities and races.” Other outcries
about the controversy came from
students like Daniel Mendelzon,
a junior, who asserts, “I think the
Arab Alliance is just trying to stir
up conflict with the speaker. I’m
appalled by the whole thing.”
The event, titled “The Opposite
of Terror: From a Settler-Colony,”
will include a lecture and will also
promote Massad’s new book, The
Persistence of the Palestinian Question. Not only will the book be
available for purchase, but he will
also be doing a book signing after
the lecture. The controversy of this
event may prove to be more serious then initially intended, though
we will not know for sure until
Thursday.

COS for USG an uncertainty
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
treasurer and secretary. She stated
that, among other things, in her
unofficial position she helps to advise new senators and write memos. However, there is no official job
description written up since the
position does not exist in the USG
Constitution.
Some senators have referred to
the chief of staff position as “assistant executive secretary” because,
according to another USG member who requested anonymity for
fear of unwarranted discipline, the
chief of staff position is synonymous to a “personal secretary for
the president.” “I think he [Banks]

thought that it might be glamorous
to get other people to do his job,”
the USG member continued.
However, Banks responded
to the allegations by saying that,
“Crystal [Gayle] does nothing for
USG aside from serve in an advisory role. The only thing she can do is
represent us [Baruch] in the USS.”
“Though everyone knows who
she [Gayle] is, some of us are upset
with the fact that he has a person
working specifically for him,” said
the first USG member.
Although Gayle denies being
paid for holding this position, the
two USG members stated that they
do not know whether or not that
is true because the treasurer and
president are the only persons

who can sign payment forms. “No
one knows what they are doing,”
the first USG member said. The
reason why the suspicion of Gayle
getting paid may indeed be true,
they said, is a recent increase in
USG funds from the Board of Directors in which lines in the USG
budget were also increased. Banks,
however, asserted, “On the books,
no one is being paid for the chief of
staff position.”
Despite the confusion and
disagreements, Gayle’s peers recognize her as a dedicated and responsible member of the USG. She
is currently one of four people who
represent Baruch in the USS, the
governing body of all student governments in CUNY.

Mania for Baruch’s
handball tournament

Multipurpose
room renovations
anger students
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Corpus, vice president for Student Development and dean of
Students, in response to the criticism. The Multipurpose Room, had
been condemned by students and
faculty as having poor sound ventilation and substandard equipment for presentations and events.
“I met with USG members, along
with Corlisse Thomas [assistant
vice president of Student Affairs]
last May and they told us their No.1
priority was sound-proofing the
Multipurpose Room. The tutoring
center is right above it and it used
to create this odd, tinny sound,” he
said. Keston Barrow admits that
the USG saw the Multipurpose
Room as a cause for concern but
says he was always adamant about
not having student funds spent on
the project.
Since that time, soundproofing as well as a “comprehensive
sound system” ($125,000), and
an audio-video system ($119,000)
have been installed. $42,500 came
from Athletics, $20,000 from Undergrad Communications, $57,500
from Health Care, $87,500 from
the Student Center Board and
$31,500 from the USG, all collected through student activity fees.
“We had to invest in something
that was going to last,” Corpus affirms. “Student associations are
not supposed to keep surpluses
that large.” He cites a CUNY central guideline to encourage surplus
spending as the push that brought
about this decision. Of the $25 million surplus accumulated through
various boards in the CUNY system
over a number of years, the student
activity fee surplus at Baruch was
slightly over $1 million.
For this reason, Corpus sees the
Multipurpose Room venture as a
very small facet of a wider problem
— that being the inefficiencies that
have come up recently with operating boards at Baruch. Just last
Tuesday, a meeting of the board
of directors was inadvertently
cancelled after four student representatives failed to show up, leaving the board with an inadequate
number of members to assemble a

quorum. “This was the second time
in 30 years that this has happened,”
Dr. Ronald Aaron, associate dean
of students expressed disappointedly, adding, “That’s a problem.”
In addition, Corpus says that
he felt preemptive efforts to determine the needs of all boards within
the college before allocating surplus monies were met by a dismal
response. “Two out of the seven
boards responded with plans. That
was unfortunate.” The executive
minutes state that only one written
response was received, however,
which came from the Student Center Board.
Another unconventional element that may have effected the
Multipurpose Room renovation decision was the fact that the meeting
was held in August, while several
members of the board were away
on holiday, including Dean Aaron,
who serves as the board secretary
on a normal basis. Current USG
president, Bernard Banks, was also
the only USG representative present. Anthony Hernandez, executive vice president of USG, claims
that other USG members were not
notified of the date of this meeting
and a large percentage have still
yet to be informed of the complexity of its conclusion.
On the decision to use student
fee money for the renovations, Aaron said, “Of course someone can
say, hey, that’s not really a room
for students,” though he went on
to add that with the new renovations in place, the room is much
more advantageous for events and
parties. “They used to only be held
on Friday nights due to the sound
issues,” he said, alluding that students can now use the facility for
such events on regular weeknights.
This information is only slightly
encouraging to apprehensive USG
members. “I put in my proposal,
in bold, that students should have
first priority to that room [if the
renovations had to come out of
student fees]. I don’t want it to be
another 14th floor with all these
great facilities and students can’t
get to it — especially since students are paying for it,” said Keston
Barrow.

BY ANEAL LALLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Handball Maniacs held
their second annual doubles tournament at Baruch on Thursday,
Nov. 9. The tournament was held at
the Athletics and Recreation Center’s (ARC). This highly anticipated
tournament displayed top talents
of Baruch’s handball community.
As the proverbial New York
street sport, handball has become
increasingly popular over recent
years. The Handball Maniacs were
formed to facilitate the growing interest in the game. There
were 50 participants in this year’s
tournament, which endured four
rounds. The first, second and third
rounds were 15- point games; the
fourth and final round was a 21point game. Food and drinks were
served and handballs were given
to each participant. Trophies were
also awarded to the first, second
and third place winners.
“It was one of the best tournaments I’ve ever seen at Baruch,”
said senior Jason Ting. As one of
Baruch’s toughest competitors in
handball, Ting and partner John
Lau easily won last year’s tournament. This year’s finals match up
would prove to be more dramatic
as Ting and his new partner, Kenny Lee, fell at the hand of Lau and
partner Jeffery Hon.
“The tournament went pretty
smoothly,” said Lau. “I won last
year so I’m just going to add the
trophy to my collection,” he said.
Despite his cool attitude, Lau is a

Roundtable meeting
accomplishes little
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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fierce competitor in his own right.
A junior, Lau now solidifies his status as one of the best, if not the best
handball players at Baruch. When
asked to discuss the best part of
the tournament, Lau said casually,
“I really liked the variety of refreshment the club had to offer.”
Celia Au, the club’s president,
felt that this year’s tournament was
an even greater success than last
year. “There were some new faces
this year, but we knew what to expect so there was just a lot more
order,” she said. When Au entered
Baruch as a freshman, she was surprised to learn there was nowhere
to play handball. As a starter on her
Tottenville High School team Au
felt compelled to change that. “The
NCAA did not recognize handball
as a sport so I decided to start my
own club,” Au says.
The sport is fairly simple to

learn and does not require much
athletic ability — all you need is a
ball and a wall. The rules are similar to tennis, with exception to the
large wall in front of you. Players
use either of their hands to serve
and return the ball. The objective is
to win rallies by hitting shots your
opponent won’t be able to return.
Players have to play shots before
the ball touches the floor twice.
There are singles games, which are
one-on-one match ups or you can
also play doubles.
“Tournaments are a good way
to test your skills,” Milan Patel said.
As a sophomore, Patel is quickly
gaining a favorable reputation
among the Baruch handball community. He and his partner finished in third place in the tournament. “Third place is OK I guess,
but I want first place. I guess I’ll
have to wait for next year.”

going on at certain times,” Aylman
said.
During Hispanic Heritage
Month, nine films were shown on
Wednesday nights, each one producing a hefty turnout, according
to one student involved with the
events.
Advertising is another obstacle
clubs face, competing for board
space in the VC hallways. Banks
encouraged co-sponsorships between likeminded clubs like NABA
and the Accounting Society. The
Ticker is exploring the idea of
having a portion of their Web site
dedicated to club events. Student
Life has also agreed to upload club
Web site URLs to their homepage.
Mikelah Rose, a representative
of WBMB radio, suggested utilizing
the Advertising Club, Marketing
Society and graphic design majors
to co-sponsor and support events.
“Get students connected in some
way,” she said.
After the focus groups, there
will be a Town Hall Discussion on
Tuesday, Dec. 12, which are open
to all students. The USG and those
present will review and decide
whether or not to implement the
focus groups’ recommendations.

Changes could be seen as early as
this spring.
As a commuter school, Baruch
is home to thousands of students
with very different schedules.
Opportunities exist right now to
serve on committees where tough
choices about school policies and
procedures have to be made. It is
one of the few ways to interact with
the Baruch College administration
and hold them accountable for
their decisions. These committee
boards include: communications,
athletics, general faculty, health,
student center, academic standing
and grading. To get more information about any of these committees, e-mail student.committees@
gmail.com.
“The USG is committed to serving each and every student,” Banks
said. “Not to have parties,” he
continued, referring to the Friday
night fiesta held a few weeks ago.
He also promised that students
will soon have resources that keep
USG transparent, accountable and
understood, via news blast e-mails,
a newsletter and a Web site, all of
which are in the works.
To stay on top of USG’s efforts,
attend their weekly meetings, held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. in the VC,
Room 3120.
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CUNY plays large part in
transportation research

Graduate
fair attracts
many
BY MAYA KASHYAP
STAFF WRITER

BY NGA VU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Wednesday, Nov. 1, CUNY
announced that it has successfully
been re-designated by the U.S. Department of Transportation as the
host of Region 2 University Transportation Research Center (UTRC)
serving New York, New Jersey,
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands through 2009.
With over 21 million people,
nine million workers, three major
airports and one-third of the nation’s transit riders in the New York
metropolitan area alone, Region 2
is home to some of the biggest transit systems. The region suffers from
congestion, poor air quality, aging
bridges and tunnels and economic
problems caused by poor transportation. Since the area has been the
site of two major terrorists attacks
in the past two decades, its transit
network must also address security
concerns while meeting efficiency
requirements.
UTRC’s mission is to resolve regional and national transportation

problems and serve as a training
ground for transportation professionals. Dr. Robert E. Paaswell, director of Region 2 UTRC said, “This
is the fourth time the center has
been named the lead institution
in Region 2 in a highly competitive process. During the next three
years, we will continue to expand
the UTRC’s role as an influential
national leader in transportation
education, research and technology.”
UTRC research has produced
significant public benefits. Among
its research focuses are infrastructure, transportation funding, technology integration, congestion
and the environment, safety and
security, system operations and
workforce development. The success of UTRC comes from a deep
understanding of transportation
problems and the dedication of a
world-class group of faculty and
research personnel.
As an academic research center,
UTRC is committed to the development of the emerging generation of
transportation professionals. This

includes training undergraduates
and graduates, encouraging underrepresented minorities and high
school students to enter the transportation field and providing training and work force development to
professionals. UTRC awards AITE
scholarships to outstanding masters students and supplements the
Women in Transportation Scholarship to undergraduate and graduate students covering from $2,000 a
semester to full tuition and monthly stipends.
Region two UTRC is one of the
10 original University Transportation Centers established by Congress in 1987 with the recognition
that transportation plays a key role
in the nation’s economy and the
quality of life of its citizens.
UTRC will receive $6.25 million from the U.S. Department of
Transportation over the three-year
period. Combined with matching
funds to be raised by the center,
total funding through 2009 will be
$12.5 million.

Even as the evening progressed,
Baruch’s gymnasium VC 1-107 was
buzzing with students on Wednesday during the CUNY Graduate
Fair. Sponsored by CUNY’s Graduate Schools, the grad fair showcased 21 master’s and doctoral
programs in over 150 disciplines.
Representatives from the School of
Public Affairs, Weissman School of
Arts and Sciences and the Zicklin
School of Business were there to
speak to students, as well as representatives from John Jay College of
Criminal Justice and Hunter College School of Education.
“I am very happy with the
turnout,” said Cathy Ann Levkulic, coordinator of admissions at
the Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences. “We are a liberal arts
school so we always expect not to
have any applicants but I brought
75 packets and they flew off the
table!,” she exclaimed. The Weissman table was situated next to the
Zicklin table, whose line was considerably longer than any other
school, yet this did not deter students interested in the programs.
Levkulic stated that the Master
of Arts in corporate communication was the most popular program of the evening and that she
was surprised that not many people were interested in the Master
of Science in financial engineering.
Also in attendance was the

“We had about 1,250
people register online
for the grad fair
and had more than
1,000 attendees.”
- Sonja Gomez
Coordinator of enrollment
management
new CUNY Graduate School of
Journalism. Yahaira Castro, admissions and outreach counselor
at the school, was pleasantly surprised by the number of students
inquiring about the new school.
“We didn’t expect to talk to so
many interested applicants. We
had well over 50 students requesting applications and information,”
she noted.
A table was also set up offering
pamphlets on financial aid as well
as the Baruch 2008 Graduate Bulletin. Many bins were set up to collect the graduate fair surveys that
were handed out at the start of the
fair.
Sonja Gomez, coordinator of
enrollment management, worked
the front desk outside the gymnasium welcoming and guiding
students throughout the day. “We
had about 1,250 people register
online for the grad fair and had
more than 1,000 attendees despite
[today’s] rain,” said Gomez.
This year was Gomez’s first
working at the graduate fair and
described it as an interesting experience, as she was also responsible for marketing and promoting
the fair. “We saw enrollment overall lagging so we targeted current
alumni and current students,” she
states. However, Gomez proudly
notes, “We have about 30,000 graduate students in our programs. We
are trying to be a force in the New
York City Graduate scene.” Also, as
a little incentive, Gomez added,
“We are raffling off a Video iPod.”
For more information, visit
the graduate admissions office in
the Information and Technology
Building on East 25th Street.
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The dynamics of capital markets
n Fourth annual
seminar promotes
microstructure in
the classroom
BY YURY MONAKOV
BUSINESS EDITOR

Educators from across the U.S.
and around the world converged
at The Subotnick Center last week
for a three-day seminar. The seminar was designed to showcase the
research of Baruch professors in
an area of finance and economics
called microstructure. This topic
covers the details of the trading
process, market structure, how orders are handled and how information is incorporated into prices.
The seminar was a way for educators to learn more about trading and market structure with the
goal of integrating the material into
MBA and undergraduate programs.
The seminar included simulated
trading exercises with TraderEx
software, which is a market simulation program originally developed
by Baruch professors Schwartz and
Weber. According to the TraderEx
brochure, “TraderEx enables participants to enter orders into a computer-driven market that generates
order flow and responds directly to
participants’ orders. Participants
see their results in real-time and
can analyze their decisions after a
simulation run.”
A key aspect of the seminar was
stressing the importance of handson experience with the subject. A
trading floor like The Subotnick
Center is an integral part of teaching any course about financial markets.
Professor Robert Schwartz of the
Zicklin School of Business started
the seminar Wednesday by inviting
participants to observe his Equity
Markets MBA class. The class covered the meaning and importance

of liquidity and how limit orders
provide the liquidity to allow market orders to be easily filled.
In a later discussion, Schwartz
spoke of the dynamics on an exchange, stating, “trading happens
when a buyer and seller meet, and
you have price and quantity discovery.” He then added that it is a
“mistake to think that two people
meeting can discover price – the
context is important.” The context
in microstructure is the exchange,
whether physical or electronic.
As the U.S. exchanges switch to
the electronic model like their European counterparts, trades can be
filled significantly faster and can
have a higher degree of anonymity. On a physical exchange, one
can try to differentiate whether a
trade is for an indexing client, like
a fund, or for a value investor. Because of this, prices that two different customers pay can vary. On
an electronic system, that dynamic
is minimized as the sheer volume
and greater anonymity allows each
trade to be treated similarly.
Microscructure also looks into
the problem of handling big orders.
Block trades, as they are called,
are transactions where a significant quantity of stock changes
hands, such as 500,000 shares. Issues arise when an investor wants
to purchase half a million shares in
a stock whose daily volume is only
200,000. The price movement that
such a transaction could cause can
be significant and may not reflect
the optimal price of the underlying
asset.
It is no surprise that there is significant off-board volume, mostly
consisting of big block orders.
Trades that occur outside of the exchange naturally have to be priced
close to the price offered on an exchange. This is where companies
like Pipeline, a sponsor of the event,
come in with a platform to facilitate
such trades. The prices quoted offmarket are usually within 96 percent of the spread offered on the
exchange, making such large trans-

SEO readies students
for business world
BY ANDREW IAN JOZEFIAK
STAFF WRITER

Sponsors for Educational Opportunity continue to promote
prestigious internships offered in
various career programs such as asset management, investment banking, sales and trading, accounting,
corporate law, philanthropy and its
newest program, global corporate
leadership.
On Tuesday, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m., various alumni who have
worked this past summer at firms
such as Bank of America, UBS, Merrill Lynch, JPMorgan and Credit Suisse will be part of a panel discussing various career paths within the
business world and how Baruch
students can best position themselves to take advantage of these
opportunities presented by being

part of the SEO program.
SEO recruits sophomores and
juniors of color for internships in
various areas. The event, held in VC
2-125 provides guaranteed internships to students accepted into the
program. In addition, SEO offers
networking opportunities unavailable to students outside of the program, intensive financial training
that is critical to a successful summer and mentoring by SEO alumni
who are currently working in the
field.
The first deadline to apply to the
program was Nov. 1, but students
are still encouraged to apply before
the second deadline, Wednesday,
Nov. 15. If you would like more information, contact the on-campus
representatives at SEOBaruch@
gmail.com, as well as attend this
Tuesday’s panel discussion.

Can you handle success?
Interview industry professionals. Improve your writing.
Develop the skills that make your résumé stand out.
Join the Business Section
tickerbiz@gmail.com
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Professor Richard Holowczak demonstrates how to build financial models with real-time data.
actions relatively economical.
One other aspect of microstructure is seeing how actions of participants of an exchange change as
the rules and structure of the exchange changes. Prior to electronic
executions, the transaction size on
the NYSE was, on average, in 2,000
share lots. Today, that number
is close to 400, in part due to offboard trades.
Key market operations such as
the pricing of orders, clearing and
the context and quality of the transactions are rooted in microeconomics. Microstructure takes those
foundations and goes further, such
as proving why a sizable spread
must exist, event when price increments are as small as a penny. The
SEC has proposed exactly that in a

bid to increase competition and
lower the costs of investing for customers. This is one key area where
economic models and microstructure can have implications for regulatory policy.
Speaking on theory and reality, Schwartz said that “[We need]
to tell students that we don’t have
answers for everything. Theory has
to be followed by good judgment.
There are limits of knowledge
– what do you do on that frontier?”
This is where theory can backfire
– especially if the person using it
does not have the experience necessary to compensate for any of its
shortfalls.
“It takes experience,” said
Schwartz. If you want to be a trader,
you need “to find out about your-

self, to see if you have the aptitude,
that you are good with numbers
and know how to get the good
trade and avoid the foolish ones.
You must learn to live when you’re
wrong,” he added. Schwartz’s message to students is to “be sensitive
to what you’re good at. I actually
didn’t know I’d be in this area.”
Participants of the seminar visibly enjoyed the three-day series.
Robert Wood, a distinguished professor of finance from the University of Memphis, mentioned “you
have a good thing going here.”
Many agreed that lectures and even
courses dedicated to microstructure should be included in base
curriculum of graduate and even
undergraduate programs.
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Estee Lauder CEO on succeeding
in international business arena
BY APRIL AYALA
STAFF WRITER

Winning marketing students
find home in the library
n Winner of 72
ECHO awards
invites students to
an open house
BY JANA KARSPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR

Ever wonder what’s behind the
doors in the furthest corner of the
Newman Library’s reading room?
Well, wonder no more. It is the Direct and Interactive Marketing lab,
whose major client is the Library itself. “We would be nothing without
the lab,” said Larisa Estrina, manager of operations at the Direct and
Interactive Marketing Resource
Lab at Baruch, referring to students
in the Marketing Department,
who over the last five years have
won more ECHO Awards for strategy, creativity and results than any
other school in the country. With a
total of 72 awards, Baruch has won
gold, silver, bronze and semifinalist
trophies.
The lab, designed to suit the library’s design, was converted from
storage space three and a half years
ago by the facilities department.
According to Harvey Markovitz,
professor of marketing and international business, Arthur Downing of the BCTC “brought [their]
vision on how this lab was going to
help students” and made the magic
happen.
Currently, the lab contains a
variety of marketing textbooks and
guides, five PCs for research, two
Macs for design, a printer and a TV
projector to allow classes held here
to be taught in seminar format.
Markovitz joked that his only concern when lecturing in the lab is
waking up the sleeping kids in the
reading room.
“To know about the direct and
interactive marketing lab means to
know about hands-on experience
— applying marketing theories
learned in the classroom to real life
situations with NYC businesses that
need help from our direct and interactive marketing [students],” stated
Markovitz. “The interns at the lab
get practical experience that can be
placed on a resume for dealing with
real marketing challenges faced by
businesses. It’s a practicum and an
internship experience.”
“It’s stressful, but when we work
on this competition it’s like we are
doing an internship,” agreed Estrina. “It’s group work, but it prepares
you for the real world.” The lab itself
provides students with both paid
and unpaid internships.
“For students who only have degrees and no time for “experience”
in jobs, while in school, participating in the national competition and
lab internships might enhance their
resume,” said Markovitz, “When
our ECHO winners go for jobs they
can say they have had experience
in developing winning integrated
marketing strategies that deal with
one- to-one marketing.”
Direct marketing means talking
individually to consumers and letting the consumer decide what they
want. The success of this approach

is why the direct marketing field is
currently developing into a significant part of the business industry.
Jobs are currently in demand, with
the direct and interactive marketing’s growth rate being higher than
most fields in the industry.
“I am able to be a scientific marketer,” said Markovitz of his experience with direct marketing. He
stressed the advantage of not having to wait to see the result of his
work and the ability to measure his
success.
Direct marketing allows for
tracking responses to campaigns
and enables the marketer to know
where failures are in order to scientifically improve campaign success
and ultimately generate larger revenue. It also calls for maintenance
of relationships and the database,
which enhances the targeting of
customers.
Students partaking in the class
and the ECHO competition must
design a campaign for a specific
company dealing with budgets,
(this year it’s $500,000), although
the budget is often in the millions.
Students get to work with Web sites,
research documents and databases
of possible customers to target
the right buyer. Students work in
groups of no more than four and all
groups compete.
In the past, the class participating in the ECHO competition
consisted anywhere from as little
as eight to as many as 30 students.
Markovitz stated that the department would be interested in adding
more classes if students called for it.
According to Markowitz, if students
can’t take the course, they can still
participate in the competition as a
club or independent activity under
the guidance of a professor.
Marketing courses for the spring
semester include MKT 4152, MKT
9715: ECHO Competition and MKT
9736. The department has waived
the various requirements except for
the basic marketing requirement.
Furthermore, direct and interactive marketing industry benefactors have given the college grants to
help offset the cost of textbooks for
selected students taking direct and
interactive marketing courses for
the spring term.
To provide students with more
insight into the field, the Direct
Marketing Center open house will
be held on Tuesday, Nov. 14 at
12:45 p.m. and at 5:00 p.m. at the
Direct Marketing Lab. Speakers
who are to appear include various directors and vice presidents
of established direct marketing
companies, as well as several Baruch graduates working in the field.
Besides being able to mingle with
other direct marketing students
and special guests while getting a
grasp of the role of the Direct Marketing Center, students will take
away a booklet on job opportunities in direct, interactive and digital
marketing as well as job resource
material. Interested students can
RSVP to dmlab@baruch.cuny.edu
and enter for a chance to win an
iPod and Starbucks coffee cards.
For more information about direct
marketing, go to www.zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/centers.

On Thursday, a handful of Baruch MBA students were joined
with Robert Aquilina, executive
vice president of Estee Lauder International, Inc. at a roundtable
discussion on international business sponsored by the Executives
on Campus program.
Founded in 1946, Estee Lauder
is a world leader in prestigious
skincare, makeup and fragrance
products. The company is heralded for its innovation, quality and
research.
“The international businessman is an ambassador,” Aquilina
said. “We open markets, talk to
people, are grassroots [organization]. We let the genie out of the
bottle,” the Queens College alumnus continued.
Iceland, Iran, Iraq and Syria are
the only countries Aquilina says he
has not visited. The executive vice
president stomachs all the air time
out of his love for travel, people
and foreign cultures. Butchering a
Mark Twain quote, Aquilina said,
“Travel is the enemy to prejudice,
bigotry and narrow mindedness .
..”
Responsible for Estee Lauder
International outside the U.S., including all 26 brands, Aquilina,
travels the world for work. He advances the global marketplace in
emerging markets like India, China and Russia and cultivates it in
existing ones like Japan, Australia
and the U.K.
60 percent of Estee Lauder’s $7
billion in sales comes from outside
the U.S. “I hate to inform you, but
there are more people outside the
U.S. than in,” Aquilina said.
The world today is flat and
global, he said. “If you don’t get it,
you’ll get left behind,” he said.

He believes Americans are at
a disadvantage because modern
technologies have leveled the
playing field and the U.S. is struggling to adopt innovations, overhaul antiquated systems and procedures.
Aquilina noted that with information traveling like wildfire, the
people movement will drive international business in the next few
years. To give the audience a sense
of what to expect, he projected that
by the year 2010, over 100 million
people will travel through China’s
airports, in comparison to four
million this year.

Executives on Campus sponsors more
events with business professionals
As people move globally, stimulating world business requires
the skills to manage in times of
crisis. Aquilina mentioned one
instance in Korea where his general manager mislabeled a lipstick
product and was in turn arrested
and charged with violating Korean
customs. It took six months of negotiating to get him released.
In Australia, sales dropped 50
percent after news report said that
Clinique’s DDML, the No.1 SKU in
the world, was said to have killed
a woman. Aquilina was in the outback for over a month putting all
the pieces back together. “In one
day your business could disappear,” he said. “100 million dollars
gone.”
A student asked if globalization
redistributed wealth or exploited
workers. Aquilina referenced Bangalore where major corporations

like Dell, Oracle and Citi employ
locals, increasing their wealth. He
contended that economics is a visible weapon that begets political
change.
A global economy also induces
cultural diversity and awareness.
The Lauder brand remains consistent throughout the world, but the
American company adheres to the
uniqueness of an individual market and hires natives of each country for general manager positions.
“Many times you’re teaching them
because they never did business
like that before,” he stated.
Observing Ramadan while in
Saudi Arabia earlier this year widened Aquilina’s scope of knowledge, an attribute he says he always looks for in prospects. One
of the first things he looks for on a
résumé is whether or not the candidate speaks another language,
in addition to their level of cultural
acumen.
Aquilina’s grievances are few
and far between. One staple in the
U.S. that he claims is a real nuisance elsewhere, are bathrooms.
“I could write a book about bathrooms,” he said. Also a mentor in
the Executive-Student Program,
Aquilina closed the discussion
with a story about a Harvard MBA
graduate, who, four minutes into
an interview, managed to make
him hate her. Her aggressive, narcissistic tactics convinced him that
she was not a good fit for the company. He told her that she should
first get into the field and learn
the business from the ground up.
“I told her to go work for Macy’s
or Bloomingdales and watch and
learn,” he said. Four months later
she was hired by another department in Estee Lauder after a three
month stint at the cosmetics counter at Macy’s.
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STOCKS TO WATCH

PlayStation 3
craze has begun

BY ARI JAHJA
STAFF WRITER

There are a few reasons why
I have a great passion for stocks.
One of them is because I can apply my basic observations about
current events into investing ideas.
For example, a simple thought that
air pollution is going to increase
over time while the world population continues to grow led to an
investing idea, which is to find a
growing company who has a competitive advantage in environmental efforts.
After screening more than 60
stocks, I chose Fuel Tech (NASDAQ: FTEK), a small-cap technology company that is engaged in
the worldwide development, commercialization and application of
state-of-the-art technologies for
air pollution control, optimization
and engineering services. Headquartered in Batavia, Illinois, the
company is doing business in 18
countries, including China, India,
Germany and Mexico. Under its
FUEL CHEM tech segment, Fuel
Tech markets fuel treatment chemicals and processes that reduce
problems in boilers, furnaces and
incinerators.

BY SHI LIN
STAFF WRITER

One-Year NASDAQ Index vs. FTEK performance
The outlook for this segment
looks positive since higher oil prices in the future could drive up the
demand for coal, which is used to
generate more than 50 percent of
electricity in the U.S. In addition to
that, its air pollution control technology segment is growing rapidly in global markets, catalyzed
by regulatory initiatives to reduce
pollution.
Fuel Tech recently delivered a
stellar 3rd quarter as net income
grew by 97 percent to $2.1 million, or nine cents per share, from
$1 million, or five cents per share

during the same period last year.
It also raised 2006 revenue guidance to between $70 million and
$74 million. Meanwhile, analysts
are expecting revenue of $71.6 million. The Company’s finances appear solid, and it also has a clean
balance sheet with no long-term
debt. Even after run-up year to
date, I think that FTEK would still
be a good long-term alternative
energy play. Nonetheless, I would
recommend investors to wait for a
better entry point at about 30 times
forward earnings, at $20 or less.

IBC begins valuation discussion series
BY IVA QENDRO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Investment Banking Club
held the first in a series of valuation discussions. Covered in the
first part were the recent trends in
the macro-economy. The floor was
open for discussion, as students
gave their input of where they saw
various industries heading and the
economy’s influence on them.
These talks are particularly beneficial for students who manage

their own portfolios, simulated or
actual, and for students who want
to better understand how to value
companies. They have the opportunity to discuss investment strategies with others, and how current
macro-economic conditions will
affect each industry.
The discussions will be held
approximately every 2 weeks. For
each discussion, there will be a
sector chosen as a topic for discussion. The next discussion in the
series will focus on the technology

Drain and sewer service
changes industry
BY TABASSUM ALI
STAFF WRITER

$49.95 Any Sewer or Drain has
made significant strides in recent
years to provide quality services
at an affordable cost for customers throughout New York City and
Long Island. After running successfully for more than 10 years,
$49.95 Any Sewer or Drain has
changed industry dynamics, forcing imitators and others to bring
down the price level, through
competitive pricing, a professional work force and high quality
standards.
$49.95 Any Sewer or Drain
is the leading sewer and drain
cleaning company in New York.
It achieved the highest level of
customer satisfaction compared
to any other company within the
industry. A growing number of
satisfied customers kept coming
back after setting up an account
called a “preventative maintenance contract” with the company, which enables them to have
their main sewer line cleaned
for only $49.95. These customers
have to call only once a year to
maintain the status of a contract
customer. Meanwhile, they also
receive a 10 percent discount coupon for the next visit, a reminder
card and subsequent phone call
on the due date of the service. The
preventative maintenance contract doesn’t bind the customers
legally; instead it provides them
the opportunity to have their main
sewer line cleaned any time of the
year for only $49.95.
The professional mechanics
work around the clock to serve
the needs of the growing number of households. They are well-

trained, experienced and uniformed mechanics representing
the diverse population of the city.
$49.95 Any Sewer or Drain offer services in the five boroughs,
Nassau and Suffolk counties. The
average wait time for the service is
between one to two hours. There
are no extra or hidden charges for
performing services any time of
the day or night.
The recent success of the company has lead imitators and other
companies to follow in its footsteps. They have maintained their
price levels in the wake of high
gasoline price surges and elevated transportation costs. They have
also managed to stand by their
slogan: “If you didn’t call us, you
paid us too much.”
Competitors of $49.95 have
been unable to absorb the high
costs resulting in increased prices. The price of cleaning one drain
for large companies ranges from
$100 to $300 compared to $49.95
at Any Sewer or Drain. As a result,
imitators lost their market share
to them. Frank Delano, president
and CEO said, “Our job is to make
sure every customer is treated
fairly, regardless of their economic status.”
$49.95 also attracted a lot of
attention in the business community. The recent success of its
operations throughout New York
provided high profit opportunities for investors. $49.95 offers
franchise opportunities to highly
motivated business professionals
throughout the U.S. They plan to
advance at above average rates
within the industry, meeting the
growing demands of their customers and subsequently ruling
the entire industry.

sector.
Sandra Roth, a veteran portfolio
manager, will act as a mentor during these discussions. Ms. Roth has
30 years of experience in the U.S.
equity markets, with at least 1 year
managing pension assets, both private and public.
For more information on how
you can participate in the upcoming Valuation Discussions, contact the Investment Banking Club:
info@investmentbankingclub.com

Sony’s most anticipated console, the PlayStation 3, will be released on Nov.17 in $500 and $600
versions. Thousands of preorders
have already been sold but no one
is guaranteed a system on launch
day. Some retailers do not sell preorders and are on a first come first
serve basis.
Following Microsoft’s footsteps with their Xbox 360, the PS3
will come in a basic and premium
package. The main difference between the two versions is the size
of the hard drive (20 GB versus 60
GB in the premium) and the lack of
a wi-fi and memory card reader in
the basic package.
The PS3 will feature a built in
Blu-ray drive that will play Blu-ray
movies as well as games that are put
on Blu-ray discs from Sony. Sony’s
wireless motion-sensing controller
called SIXAXIS will connect to the
system through wireless Bluetooth
technology. There will also be a
new online community similar to
Microsoft’s Xbox Live, which Sony
plans to use for online gaming.
Many are wondering if the PS3
will be able to catch up to the Xbox
360 since its early launch last November. Microsoft has planted a
well-grounded foot in the nextgeneration console wars with
many game titles already released
and the console being relatively
cheaper. Also, many consumers
were tired of waiting for the release
of the PS3, and purchased the Xbox
360 instead.
Sony is vying for support by
stating that their console is more
expensive only because it is more
technically advanced and more

SOURCESGAMESPOT.COM

powerful. While this is true, the
difference between the two consoles’ graphics will be hard to notice. Analysts believe that Sony’s
decision to include the built in
Blu-Ray drive makes it that much
more advanced and worth the
purchase. Current Blu-ray players
are priced in the thousands in U.S.
dollars and by selling the PS3 for a
minimum of $500, Sony is taking
a loss for every console until they
can move enough units.
In all this next-generation
goodness, some of us might have
forgotten about Nintendo’s Wii
offering, which is expected to be
in stores on Nov. 19. The Wii has
its own wireless motion-sensing
controller, but only packs enough
hardware to produce last generation (PS2/Xbox) graphics. Although the Wii is not a multimedia
powerhouse like its competitors,
the Wii still has plenty of fans willing to camp outside a retail store to
purchase it.
And camping out is exactly
what many will be doing if they expect to own a PS3 on launch day.
Talks on Internet forums reveal
that some people are planning to
camp outside local retail stores as
early as Nov. 13 to guarantee their
purchase. Others are even posting
want ads on craigslist.org for people to stand in line for the PS3.
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Opinion

DID YOU KNOW . . .

Aging misconceptions
of adult education

Porno: the new
Sesame Street

SHERVAN A. SEBASTIAN
Working professional adults represent a
sizeable constituency in many of America’s
higher learning institutions today. On most
college campuses, it is practicable to single
out those ranging from ages 25 to 65 who
return to school in the pursuit of an undergraduate degree. This demographic usually
represents those who left school in their earlier years for a multitude of reasons varying
from: children, unaffordable college tuition
and often the incapability to complete college due to their differing economic needs
for immediate full-time employment. On
Baruch’s campus, a quarter of the class may
be comprised of elder students, ensconced
in their professional attire, working diligently in pursuit of a degree in one of a wide
selection of academic fields.
However, a visible and perhaps puzzling
trend in these classes is that this particular part of the classroom rarely attempts to
question or answer, respond or rebuttal.
Often, they secure their usual seat, have remarkable attendance and take meticulous
notes to ensure a passing grade in every one
of their classes. It is important to be mindful that these students pay the same tuition
as the rest of us. Therefore, they are entitled
to the same education. It is also essential for
these students to recognize their equal position and placement in this college.
It doesn’t take impeccable vision or a
special empathetic depth to realize that

This semester marks the 75th
anniversary of The Ticker.

there are certain confidence issues that one
has to overcome when attempting to attend
school at a later age. However, the greatest
obstacle is often the self-awareness accompanied by the realization that a majority of
the classroom is younger and immature. It is
important to remember that attending college is not only about the grades and credits, but also immersing yourself into college
life in order to obtain the best educational
resources available. College is about interaction and conversation. The intermingled
web of ideas and opinions can form a bond
that unites a diverse group of students.
I implore all those who have made the
commitment and sacrifice to attempt obtaining a college degree later in life to involve themselves in college activities and to
extract the pleasures and joys that make college one of the most memorable four years
of many of our lives. I agree that college is an
ample investment and that it is largely about
books and papers, but college is also about
engaging with others. I am always eager to
hear the views and opinions of those who
have the experience and understanding of
the world. It would assist me in expanding
my perspective and viewpoints. I encourage
those in this demographic who have shown
the drive and determination to attend college, to embrace being back in school and
by all means not be afraid of being a student. We all deserve to be in college and we
should all make the most of it.

Straight marriage:
an abomination
MICHAEL WURSTHORN
Each day we learn more and more. I recently discovered something unbelievable.
After closely reading such good works of
fiction as the Bible, I’ve noticed a repetitive theme. That theme is anti-straight marriages.
You may think I’m making this up but I assure you this is quite true. If you look closely
at the Book of Revelations for example you
see that God denounces straight marriages
and claims that it’s for the heathens. You see
Catholic icons being portrayed more in loving gay relationships than in straight. This
did not shock me at all. After all, the Bible
did give birth to sodomy. The whole Sodom
and Gomorrah story was just a huge S & M
orgy with a couple of angels. What was God
thinking sending a few angels to a town
filled with horny men?
This has revised the way I think about
life. If God says straight marriages are evil
then I feel it’s my duty to follow him. I’m
sure many of you are shaking your head as
you read this, but ask yourself this question;
is straight marriage really natural?
We see time and again that more and
more people cheat, and with good reason.
They are yearning for that homosexual desire to be in a “gay” relationship. No one
wants to settle down with just one person
of the opposite sex, they want to settle down

with many people of the same sex, even
possibly at the same time.
All along we thought that homosexuals
had it wrong. However, it seems that in the
end we are in fact wrong and doing what is
unnatural. The Vatican has done testing on
this irrefutable truth. They are seeing how
priests react to living with other men for
their entire life. In the end, many of our holy
fathers have learned that God’s will is to lay
down with your fellow man. Some choose to
go after “younger” men.
This just proves yet again that in order
to fulfill God’s divine plan we need to start
having same-sex marriages only and move
for a ban against straight marriages.
Hopefully with the Democrats now in
control of both houses of Congress we can
take one step further into making a better
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JAMES PATRICK O’HARRAH
SHILAILLY IV
Last week Chandresh Bhardwaj wrote
an article complaining that parents generally allow kids to watch violent movies but
not “lovemaking” scenes. I could not agree
more. Though I myself do not have kids because I’ve never had consensual sex without money involved, I do have a 6-year-old
nephew and a 5-year-old niece.
Despite the fact that the youngsters very
rarely visit me, when they do I make it a habit to live up to Chandresh’s and my ideals. I
sit them both down in front of the TV and I
pop in my “director’s cut” copy of The Lord of
the Ring directed by John Holmes. It fills my
eyes with joy and makes my pants shrink to
see their faces tear up with what I can only
imagine are tears of joy.
By about the time Frido and Sammy were
pummeling princess Askwen straight in her
Swamp of Mordor, the kids smiles had began
to wane. They began stuttering questions
like “What is a Hobbit?” and “Why is the
hobbit hurting the princess?” Having never
read any of Tolkien’s works, I answered the
questions to the best of my ability. “That’s
a midget because his mother most likely
smoked pot in Woodstock and he’s not hurting the princess he’s playing puppeteer.”
Once the movie had ended and I put my
clothes back on, I noticed that the kids had
not moved from where I sat them and they
had not blinked in three hours. I got closer to

U.S.A. vs. U.S.G.
JAKE MATTHEWS
Democrats ended up taking both the
Senate and the House. Earlier this year no
one could have predicted that the Democratic Party would win enough support
throughout the country to take a majority in
both houses. So what happened?
Some cite the increased violence in Iraq
occurring around the same time as a release
of the intelligence estimate, which showed
the war in Iraq actually could increase the
chance of a terrorist attack. Others point to
a streak of unfortunate circumstances due
to unpredictable scandals (e.g. Mark Foley).
Then, there are a few that believe the Democrats can effectively change government for
the better.
While the country chose and voted for
a change in direction, the scenario of dangerous incompetence should sound oddly
familiar to Baruch students. Just like the
Republican leadership, it seems the leadership in USG lacks the ability to make the
most basic competent decisions. I stress the
leadership because in the Republican Party
there were many representatives who were
dragged down by the act of association (go
see Lincoln Chaffee about that). No, not all
of USG is bad and there are many who are
dedicated to their job.
Alleged offenses included over $500,000
of improperly used funds, creating unnecessary positions and intimidation of senators.
If we get past the initial shock and focus
instead on whom to hold accountable, the
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them and I noticed that they were paralyzed.
I asked them if I scared them when that large
stream of white flew past them and onto the
screen or when I accidentally tapped them
on the shoulder during one of the strokes
but they did not respond. Just then my front
door flew open and the SWAT team burst
into my living room. “Hey Frank, how are the
wife and kids,” I asked Team Leader Green.
All in all I think the kids are much better
off now that they know what a rusty trombone is. Kudos to Chandresh for raising this
very valid argument.

The opinions expressed on this
pages are those of the individual
writers, and do not necessarily
represent those of The Ticker.
The Ticker opinion page welcomes
submissions from students and
faculty.They can be e-mailed to
tickeroped@gmail.com or delivered
to the Ticker office on the third
floor of the Vertical Campus, room
3-290.

Letters must be signed and will
appear as space permits. The word
limit is 400 words. Essays must
be 300 - 700 words. The editor
reserves the right to edit and
condense submmissions for length
as well as clarity.
The author’s name is usually
published but may be withheld for
compelling reasons, at the editor’s
discretion.

roads all lead to one person, Bernard Banks.
Our unselected, egotistical, insincere
monarch not only is at the center of all the
scandal but has been the center of several
controversial issues. Banks first burst on the
scene of controversy with his uncontested
ascent to the presidency of USG. Since
then, Banks has done nothing but prove my
doubts about him to be valid. At Leadership
Weekend in front of mostly club officers he
told us about his hopes to make USG transparent and accountable…about a week later
under his watch USG tried to increase the
stipends. Banks’ blatant lies along with his
attempt to intimidate senators (all of whom
he has hand chosen) shows his disregard for
students and his increasing arrogance.

Congressman Mark Foley
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Arts

FILMS TO WATCH
THIS WEEK:

Opening November 15
Flannel Pajamas (Limited)
Opening November 17
Casino Royale (Wide)
Happy Feet (Wide)

Let’s Go To Prison (Wide)
Bobby (Limited)
Candy (Limited)
Fast Food Nation (Limited)
For Your Consideration (Limited)

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK FOR FREE ...
OR PRETTY DARN CHEAP

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Monday,
November 13
What: Food Festival: Downtown for Dinner
Where: Below Chambers Street
Cost: $30
For more info: 212-835-2789
What: Music Concert: Robert
Pollard
Where: Bowery Ballroom (6
Delancey St.)
Cost: $23 in advance, $25 at
the door (7:00 p.m.)
For more info: 212-533-2111
What: Music Concert: Plastic
People of the Universe
Where: Knitting Factory (74
Leonard St.)
Cost: $15 (7:00 p.m.)
For more info: 212-219-3132

Tuesday,
November 14

Wednesday,
November 15

Thursday,
November 16

What: Music Concert: Willy
Porter
Where: Joes Pub (425 Lafayette St.)
Cost: $22
For more info: 212-539-8778

What: Theater: Blade to the
Heat
Where: Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch Performing Arts Center (55
Lexington Ave.)
Cost: $10
For more info: 646-312-4085

What: Music Concert: Harold
Clurman Concert Series: Yegor
Shevtsov (Pianist)
Where: The Stellar Adler Studio of Acting (31 W. 27th St.
3rd Fl.)
Cost: Free
For more info: 212-689-0087

What: Music Concert: The Hidden Cameras
Where: Bowery Ballroom (6
Delancey)
Cost: $15 in advance, $18 at the
door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 212-533-2111

What: Museum Exhibition:
Glitter and Doom: German
Portraits from the 1920s
Where: The Metropolitan Museum of Art (5th Ave. & 82nd
St.)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
For more info: 212-879-5500

What: Museum Exhibition:
Contemporary Art at its Best
Where: Angora Gallery (530 W.
25th St.)
Cost: Free
For more info: 212-226-4151

What: Museum Exhibition: Africa Comics
Where: The Studio Museum in
Harlem (144 W. 125th St.)
Cost: Free
For more info: 212-864-4500

Friday,
November 17

What: Museum Exhibition:
Spanish Painting from El Greco
to Picasso: Time, Truth and History
Where: Guggenheim Museum
(1071 5th Ave.)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
What: Music Concert: Amy Mil- For more info: 212-423-3500
lan
Where: Bowery Ballroom (6 What: Music Concert: MudDelancey St.)
honey
Cost: $15 (8:00 p.m.)
Where: Knitting Factory (74
For more info: 212-533-2111 Leonard St.)
Cost: $18 (8:00 p.m.)
What: Museum Exhibition: For more info: 212-219-3132
OMA in Beijing: China Central
Television Headquarters
What: Museum Exhibition: Kiki
Where: MoMa (11 W. 53rd St.) Smith: A Gathering, 1980-2005
Cost: Free (with student ID)
Where: Whitney Museum of
For more info: 212-226-4151 American Art (945 Madison
Ave.)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
For more info: 212-570-3676

Saturday,
November 18

Sunday,
November 19

What: Film Festival: An Evening
of the World’s Best Short Films
Where: Asbury Shorts New York
(227 4th Ave. Brooklyn)
Cost: $10
For more info: 718-857-4816

What: Music Concert: The Living End
Where: Knitting Factory (74
Leonard St.)
Cost: $14 (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 212-219-3132

What: Music Concert: Mudhoney
Where: Knitting Factory (74
Leonard St.)
Cost: $18 (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 212-219-3132

What: Museum Exhibition: Ron
Mueck
Where: Brooklyn Museum of
Art (200 Eastern Pkwy. & Washington Ave.)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
For more info: 718-638-5000

What: Museum Exhibition: Perspectives of Architecture/Industrial Design
Where: New York Hall of Science (47-01 111th St., Queens)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
For more info: 718-699-0005

What: Museum Exhibition:
Manet and the Execution of
Maximillian
Where: MoMa (11 W. 53rd St.)
Cost: Free (with student ID)
For more info: 212-708-9400

Garvey discusses the heated issues of Blade to the Heat
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FETURES EDITOR

No security guards were needed
to pull two males apart as Baruch
students gathered to watch them
fight on Thursday, Nov. 9. This was
no ordinary fight among Baruch
students, but rather a small publicity stunt presented by the BPAC
to promote the upcoming performance of Blade to the Heat. The
two boxers, who gracefully moved
and fought on the second floor
of the Vertical Campus, were to
give the Baruch students a peak at
the masterpiece written by Oliver
Mayer that director Thom Garvey
and boxing trainer and fighting
choreographer Michael Olajide
Jr. worked on together for the past
seven weeks.
Blade to the Heat, which is a play
about homosexuality, doubt, insecurities and proving one self in the
world of boxing, is quite a unique
as well as controversial play. This
selection raises various questions
that Thom Garvey was happy to answer for The Ticker.
Jana Kasperkevic: Why did you
choose Blade to the Heat?
Thom Garvey: I went through a
lot of different plays. There are a lot
of things you have to think about,
especially for a college show. And
one of those things is competing. [I
was looking for] a show that wasn’t
just about one character, so that it
could have an ensemble feel.
I love the fact that the play has
so many things going on in a short
period of time. The play has this
momentum to it, literally and figuratively.
The play also doesn’t apologize,
it doesn’t apologize for anything.
The moment it begins we don’t
spend time with exposition or getting information out. It starts and
it just keeps going. I love that. It is
very immediate, visceral and raw,
just like boxing. It will make the
audience feel something, and it
may make them uncomfortable.
In fact at times, it will. As long as it
is done in an artful way and it isn’t
gratuitous, but [it is] a creative way
to tell a story, a side of life, it’s exciting. And more importantly, it’s
meaningful.
I am sure some people will hate
it, they are not going to hate the

ensemble and the work they are
doing, they might hate feeling uncomfortable.
I feel that so many things are
sanitized right now.
I don’t have any problem with
theater that is purely for entertainment, but I can’t really get behind
that. I need to do things that challenge me and allow me to really explore the depths of human soul and
the things that make us human.
The things that are about real life.
Real life is on one hand wonderful
and beautiful and on the other it is
pretty messy and ugly when you get
right down to it.
All these [characters] are fighting for something, to establish
themselves, to get recognition, and
we are all fighting for that. I think
that’s going to resonate to people
on a lot of levels.
JK: I know that you personally
went through the training as well
as the students. What was it like?
TG: It was really important to
me to feel in my bones and muscles
what it feels like to go through this
training. This is by far the most
complete training, mental and
physical training. I went through
it only for six weeks, but the boxers
went through it for longer.
They are trained [so] that they
look like they have trained [for a
long time]. I am so blown away, so
incredibly humbled by the degree
of dedication. Micheal Olajide Jr.,
who has trained with Hillary Swank
and Will Smith and is a big time
[trainer] and works with big stars,
said that the actors in this show
have been as good or even better
in terms of their discipline in how
quickly they are getting it, in how
open they are to training and how
thorough they are. And that’s incredible. He wasn’t just saying that.
JK: With the play touching
upon subjects such as homosexuality and sexuality in general,
were any of the actors uncomfortable with this?
TG: Were they uncomfortable?
Sure. One thing I was looking for
in auditions, beyond talent and beyond everything else, was people
who were available on every level
to give themselves over.
It has all been done with respect.
We cannot pull back on any of it,

because then you are not serving
the play, and the audience knows it
too. They know you are not jumping in with both feet [and that] you
are apologizing for it.
Were they uncomfortable at
first? Yes, but never questioning
whether or not it was something
that needed to be done.
JK: At certain points in the story, the characters talk in Spanish.
How did you deal with that?
TG: 20 percent of the play is in
Spanish, and two actors who have
to speak Spanish never spoke Spanish [before]. The other players, who
are Spanish speakers, coach them.
JK: Working with such a small
ensemble the actors have to work
together a lot. Do you feel that
they get along?
TG: One of the jobs as the director is to create a sense of camaraderie, to get them to work together,
rely on one another and to challenge one another.
We worked to create an ensemble, a family. Because that’s what
this is. We are rehearsing six days
a week, five hours a night for seven
weeks. That tells you right there the
dedication.
JK: Did you encounter any
problems throughout the whole
process?
TG: The play didn’t call for any
women in it besides the woman
lead, and that was the biggest stumbling block. Nothing else stopped
me but that. However, there were
women boxers during that time,
and that allowed me to cast another two women boxers.
JK: There is also some music
and singing involved. Did you
stick to the original music intended for the play or are you putting
in more modern music, making it
a remix?
TG: [Oliver Mayer] specifies the
artists, and I chose the songs based
on that. We have been in contact
but I haven’t talked to him much
because I don’t want the influence
at this point. I wanted to take the
play and create a new production
of it. I chose the songs that continue the story. They are the bridge to
the next part of the story.
You are not just dealing with
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Thom Garvey, director of Blade to the Heat, in an exclusive interview with The Ticker.
scenes where people are coming
and talking and leaving. You are
dealing with scenes where people
are hitting one another, where people are singingand dancing. It’s not
a musical. These songs are the outgrowth of [characters’] pain and the
things they are searching for.
JK: Is there anything specific
you want students to get from the
play?
TG: People are going to get what
they are going to get. I want them
to be engaged, I want them to care.
I want them to join the journey
the characters are on. One of the
themes is rush judgments and we
all do it, now more than ever. If they
could get something out of that,
that would be great.
I want them to see the truth of
the human soul coming through
because in the final analysis, that’s
all we have to hold on to. We are not
getting enough truth. And the theatre might be the last place we are
getting that.
JK: Is there any concern about

how successful the play is going to
be with regards to the female population of the school? I mean it is
about boxing, and besides the opportunity to see a few sweaty male
bodies, there might not be much
incentive for females to attend.
TG: I am not really worried. A
lot of women attend boxing matches and a lot of women box now [as
well].
Blade to the Heat, which is presented by Baruch College Fine and
Performing Arts Department, will
open at the Nagelberg Theatre at
the Vertical Campus on Nov. 14.
Students interested in attending
can see a performance anytime
from Nov. 14 to 18 at 7:30 p.m. as
well as a matinee performance at
2:30 p.m. on Nov. 18. The tickets for
the play are being sold for $10 at
the ticket booth in the lobby of the
VC. For more information regarding the play or for reservations call
646-312-4085 or visit www.baruch.
cuny.edu/bpac.
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Candy: the drug or the lover
BY HEATHER SCHULTZ
COPY EDITOR

Candy is the film adaptation of
Luke Davies’ prize-winning 1997
novel that intertwines facets of
love, strife, identity and desolation
around two central characters. Oscar-nominated for his exemplary
performance as Ennis Del Mar in
Brokeback Mountain, Heath Ledger stars as Dan, a self-pronounced
impulsive poet of the bohemian
lifestyle who falls in love with
Candy (Abbie Cornish), a striking
young middle class art student.
Ledger’s character has an estranged relationship with his parents; Candy remains closer with
her father than her mother. Her
tension-filled relationship with her
mother is evident in several parts
of the film, one being when her
mother scolds her for whipping
cream inefficiently.
Candy is drawn into a world of
heroin junkies in an effort to get
closer to Dan and gets hurt in the
process, although the voice-over
narration of Ledger’s character
suggests this is unintentional. Dan
does not mean to ruin Candy’s life,
but inadvertently does so by making foolish choices to achieve happiness for himself.
The passion that fuels the couple’s relationship quickly escalates
to marriage, where the two start a
life in a poor tenement in Sydney,
in an isolated, small house in the
country’s outskirts of Melbourne.
Their infatuation with heroin inevitably propels them into a whirlwind of debt, prostitution and
credit card fraud to fund their addiction.

Geoffrey Rush plays a gay professor, Casper, with a certain enigmatic conviction. He remains the
“go-to guy” for the couple who frequently rely on him during financial dilemmas and their regular
“shoot-up” friend as well.
As Candy’s addiction to heroin
heightens, her enthusiasm for
painting diminishes, resulting in
consistent violent outbreaks of
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Candy’s actors high on drugs and love.
frustration and animosity towards
Dan. Unable to control their addictions, the drug becomes detrimental to their relationship.
Director Neil Armfield captures
the essence of the natural affection
two individuals possess for each
other with innovative cinematography, a solid screenplay and dynamic performances.
Candy provides a vivid perspective into the painful lives of a junkie
and wrestles with the notion of giving up one’s happiness for someone else. Although most audiences
do not need to be reminded of the
atrocities associated with heroin
addiction, Armfield is able to show
the humanity of two love-stricken
individuals in this delicate situation.

Third time’s not the charm for this Clause
BY RAFAL RAK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As is the case with many sequels, The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause pales in comparison to
its predecessors. Anyone past puberty should see this film for what
it is — another flavorless Disney
sequel. Although this film might be
appealing to young children, adults
should not bother spending their
$10.50 on this sub-par Christmas
film.
The plot of the movie is straightforward and follows Scott Calvin
(Tim Allen) as he juggles between
being Santa Clause as well as a
husband. Calvin’s wife (Elizabeth
Mitchell), who played Mrs. Clause
in the previous film, brings her parents to visit the North Pole. She is,
however, unable to inform them of
what Scott’s true profession is, so
she tells them that he is a toymaker
in Canada. This results in a number
of Canadian jokes that are all too
familiar for anyone who watches
Family Guy or South Park.
The well-known character, Jack
Frost (Martin Short) is also present in the North Pole this time.
Frost is jealous of Santa and does
everything in his power to disrupt
the flow of things at his workshop.
He finally succeeds in tricking Scott
into wishing he had never become
Santa. The sequences following
this are reminiscent of films such
as the Back to the Future trilogy, in
that they portray time travel and
altering the past. As can easily be
predicted, Frost finds a way to trick
Calvin into relinquishing his position as Santa Clause. The film ends
in a more than cliché fashion, with
Scott realizing how much he enjoys
being Santa Clause as well as being
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Tim Allen and Martin Short in Santa’s workshop.
there for his family after all.
There were only two things that
I enjoyed about this movie. The first
was the wittiness in the dialogue.
Although the movie is filled to the
brim with PG language, there were
a few, quick one-liners that left
adults in the audience snickering
and the children none-the-wiser.
At one point, Santa Clause’s pants
catch fire, and he quickly exclaims,
“Fire in the hole!” The second saving grace was Martin Short’s acting
ability, which was far superior to
the rest of the cast. Short was one

of the only actors in the film whose
performance did not seem forced
or artificial. He seemed comfortable with the role and played a convincing Jack Frost. A number of the
other characters over-acted their
parts to the point that it made me
cringe.
The Santa Clause 3: The Escape
Clause’s lackluster acting and cliché plot line leave much to be desired. If you don’t have children to
entertain, I recommend you keep
moving — this film is one that is
worthy of a DVD rental, at best.
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CMJ music marathon brings new acts to NYC

BEN PREUSS I THE TICKER

One of the rappers showcased at BB King’s, getting the crowd pumped during CMJ.
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Sweden’s The Knife playing to a sold-out crowd at Webster Hall.
BY ADRIENNE RAYSKI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

For the past 25 years, the CMJ
Music Marathon has brought bright
new stars to the stage, propelling
them to the height of their musical glory. Musical sensations like
the Beastie Boys, Green Day and
Eminem have graced the stages of

famed venues all throughout New
York City prior to their worldwide
success through CMJ. The Marathon, which is sponsored by the
College Music Journal, is also accompanied by a film festival, discussion forum and tradeshow. Appearing once a year for only four
days, the CMJ Music Marathon
is highly coveted by New York-

ers wanting to hear new music. As
overbooked as this year’s lineup
was, we managed to attend a nice
array of live music events — and
our ears were thankful.

Medeski Martin and Wood @
Hammerstein Ballroom
Tues., Oct. 31

Medeski Martin and Wood’s jamband feel made for an unconventional Halloween night at a beautiful red-and blue-colored Hammerstein ballroom. The band took to
the stage for an all-instrumental set
that got the crowd grooving. Their
music is typical of the modern jam
band: improvisational-sounding
with psychedelic rock influence,
though Medeski adds flavor to their
pieces with electronic keyboard
notes, unusual instruments and
offbeat vocals — and amazingly
enough, it works. Medeski Martin and Wood have clearly made a
name for themselves in the alternative music scene, drawing a decent
sized audience on what could have
easily been a rough night for ticket
sales. Although their fascinating
mix of jazz, funk and electronic elements certainly make for entertaining compositions, Medeski Martin
and Wood’s stage performance is
limited due to the large array of
mechanics they work with, and at
points, the show could have even
been described as dull. Judging by
the aroma in the ballroom, it seems
their style is more fitting for a relaxing evening, perhaps over some
tea.

Prince Paul, Freddie Foxxx, JLive and CL Smooth@ BB Kings
Tues., Oct. 31
BB Kings offers regular free
showcase specials like this one.
Different hip-hop artists performed songs from upcoming albums as well as classics, like Black
Sheep’s “A World in Sheep’s Clothing” which topped the charts in the
’90s. CL Smooth’s suave rap style
brought smiles and an interactive

vibe to the club. In recognizing the
significant number of CMJ attendees, Smooth made sure to encourage “all my college students — real
music lovers” to “make some noise
in here!” The head-nodding, loveencouraging, old school hip-hop
brought about a contagious and
happy ambiance that seems to
have been forgotten by more modern artists in this genre.

The Knife @ Webster Hall
Wed., Nov. 1
Sweden’s
electronic-infused
duo, The Knife, put on a captivating
visual performance in their highly
anticipated Webster Hall show.
While the music itself is intriguing,
stimulating, unusual and difficult
to describe, it was the presentation that ultimately brought down
the house. Making use of high-tech
lighting, shadow play and stunning backgrounds, The Knife’s
somewhat eerie sound was further
accentuated, making it a fitting
performance for the day after Halloween. Elements such as smoky
tear drops running down the curtains, tree branch shadows swaying
through moving clouds projected
onto a screen and black light uniforms for the band mates allowed
the dark, haunting synth to become
all the more powerful — maybe
even emotional. This show gets my
vote for CMJ’s best act of the year.
It is to be noted that The Knife’s
unusual vocal styles and sound is
not for everyone since they are an
acquired taste. But if there were any
complaints to be had on my part,
it would only be in regards to the
length, which lasted roughly under
an hour.

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

The Decemberists @ Hammerstein Ballroom
Fri., Nov. 3
In the words of Decemberists’
front man Colin Meloy, “education,
entertainment and effective” — oh
my. The Decemberists delivered all
that and more at their Friday night
concert at the Hammerstein Ballroom. Named for the romanticized
Russian army revolt, their unconventional sound constructed from
accordions and organs along with
unusual instruments is laced with
angst-ridden melancholy. The Decemberists are perhaps best known
for their seemingly upbeat rock-infused ballads, delivered via eccentric vocals in a story-like fashion.
Meloy’s voice, similar to Spencer
Krug of Wolf Parade is strikingly
raw and experimental and it has
separated the Decemberists from
the rest. The band played crowd
favorites from earlier albums, including We Both Go Down Together
and The Engine Driver as well as
soon-to-be-hits from their newly
released album, The Crane Wife. All
in all, the Decemberists hit all the
right notes at this show.

Ellis Industries Night: Straylight
Run, Chris Conley (Saves the Day),
Dan Adriano (of Alkaline Trio) @
The Knitting Factory
Sat., Nov.4
Here’s the recipe: one pumped
crowd, two cups of solo acts and
one big-name band all cooked together for a little under three hours.
I know my algebra is a little fuzzy,
but let’s say two and a half hours divided by three acts, leaves 50 minutes for each performance minus
set-up time. The show wasn’t in
the oven long enough; I think the
cookies were under-baked. In fact,
I think I got salmonella.
Dan Adriano, a member of Alkaline Trio, performed all alone
on stage with his acoustic guitar. I
could tell he was lonely. Every lovestruck ballad saddened me and
made me want to give him a hug.
Chris Conley from Saves the Day,
is always dependably good, and a
crowd (as well as my personal) favorite. The final act was Straylight
Run, with former members of Taking Back Sunday being a definite
crowd-pleaser through their singa-long favorites.
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Baruch gets ready to
flex its muscles again
n Sigma Alpha
Delta to host fitness
competition
BY ELMAN ISAKOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Three semesters ago, the Sigma
Alpha Delta Honor Society promoted the Mister and Miss Baruch
Fitness Competition. Since it was
a great success, Sigma Alpha has
decided to once again stage the
competition. This time around, the
fitness competition will be held on
Nov. 16 during club hours in the
Baruch Fitness Center.
The competition encompasses
a variety of activities including
push-ups, pull-ups, sit-ups, dips,
bench press and endurance, as
well as speed and agility. Students
should be advised that the United
States Marine Corps will be in
attendance to administer their
Physical Fitness Test, which will
not only boost the moral of participants but will also earn them valuable prizes. For all the skill areas,
the winning competitor of each
gender will earn a trophy. Trophies
will also be awarded to the winner
of each overall category.
The strategy to employ in approaching the fitness competition
is to:
ü Endeavor to place in the top
five in all events.

ü Participate in all events.
ü Focus on good form in all
events. If two competitors posses
equal ability, the one with the superior form is more likely to prevail.
ü Remember, it is not a bodybuilding competition, and it definitely is not weight lifting, except
the bench press.
ü Try to ascertain from early on
what events will be held and find
your personal records in time for
the competition.
The reigning champions in
the fitness competition are Lionel
“Leo” Wynter and Andrea Sauciuc.
This event promises to be a knockout, so prospective participants
are asked to arrive early. For further information contact the organizer of the event, Elman Isakov,
at the Baruch Fitness Center or at
xelmanx@gmail.com.
You should remember that you
do not have to win any of the events
to win the competition. It will be
an experience of a lifetime and you
may discover that you have skills
that neither you nor anyone else
knew about.
Finally, make sure you throw
your support behind our bodybuilders: Dwayne Yetman, Jason
Prager, Reggie Torchon, Wascar
Palono, David S. and Eric Ma as
they compete against Rutgers University in the Rutgers Invitational
Body Building competition on
Dec. 2.

JOHN LEE | THE TICKER

Baruch has several measures in place to prevent violence on campus.

Baruch’s safety measures under scrutiny
BY DENNIS MARTIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“The last thing on anyone’s
mind when walking through school
doors should be, ‘I hope I don’t get
shot today.’” That’s what Steven
Avalos, a Baruch senior, had to say
about the recent wave of gun violence on college campuses.
It was only two months ago that
a father shot himself after gunning
down his two sons on the campus
of Shepherd University, that five
athletes were shot at Dusquesne
University and a crazed gunman
entered the campus of Montreal’s
Dawson College, killing a coed.
With this spike in school violence, what is the likelihood of
gunfire erupting at the Vertical
Campus? “Not very likely,” said
Henry McLaughlin, Baruch’s public safety director. “But it is always
a possibility.”
As head of the department for
23 years, McLaughlin’s duties are

to insure the safety and security of
college property, faculty, staff, students and visitors. In regards to access control, and the close-circuit
television management, McLaughlin described Baruch as having a
“best practice posture,” making
the odds of a gunman entering the
campus slim. McLaughlin noted
that no handguns have been confiscated at the VC in recent years.
Robert Tutton, a junior, said he
feels safe at Baruch. “I haven’t seen
anything happen, so I guess there
is an adequate amount of security,”
said Tutton. “I think the fact that
we have to swipe our ID’s [through
turnstiles] is a good security measure. It prevents trespassing.”
Avalos agreed that the use of
turnstiles helps tighten security
and suggested that other schools
install the machines before anything happens.
“I’ve been to Hunter many
times, and there is no tracking
of who enters,” he said. “I think

turnstiles would improve security
there.” Avalos added that he knows
Baruch students who carry mace
for protection.
McLaughlin stressed that, as a
precaution to violence, Baruch has
implemented certain practices and
safeguards. “It would be nice to
know what those safeguards are,”
Tatton said in response. “After all, I
don’t see metal detectors around.”
While it is true that metal detectors
do not have a permanent place at
the college, magnetometers are
used for special events where outsiders are invited, in accordance
with CUNY policy.
As for actual walk-through detectors, Avalos said he would have
a mixed reaction if they were installed. “If it cuts down [on] anyone
getting hurt then I’m all for it, [but]
it will create more congestion in
the school and most importantly, I
don’t want to feel like I’m entering
a prison.”

Executives On Campus cordially invites you to attend

THE RUSSELL BANKS

C E O LEA DERSH IP LECTURE S ERIES
AT B A RUCH CO LLEGE
guest speakers

NINA and TIM ZAGAT
Co-Founders and Co-Chairs
NINA S. ZAGAT
Co-Founder, Co-Chair
Zagat Survey

Monday, December 4, 2006
7 – 8 pm
William and Anita Newman Conference Center
151 East 25th Street, 7th Floor
FREE AND OPEN TO THE BARUCH COMMUNITY
TIM ZAGAT
Co-Founder, Co-Chair & CEO
Zagat Survey
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Halloween humor from the Boyz
BY JOHN LEE
STAFF WRITER

On Halloween, funny was the
new scary at Baruch. Comedians
from the New York Boyz of Comedy
took over the Multipurpose Room
where a large student audience
gathered. The word had gotten
out and about the Baruch Comedy
Night through Jessica Baptiste, vice
president of Sigma Alpha Delta
Honor Society.
Before this Halloween event,
the student comedians had taken
comedy workshops to overcome
their stage fright and practice their
routines. When the lights dimmed
and the focus was on the center
stage, it felt just like a real comedy
club without the two drinks minimum. In fact, the entire event was
free.
The emcee for the night was
Brenton Lang, who warmed the
crowd with some jokes and light
banter. He then introduced Danny
Slodynsky. He started off by saying
he had just come back from studying “a broad [and] boy were his
thighs tired.” It took a few moments
for the audience to comprehend
the joke, which set the precedent
for the rest of Danny’s set. Afterwards was Victor Chu, who came
on strong and had the audience
laughing right away.
Chu compared himself to a cup
of noodles — cheap and done in
three minutes. The latter turned out
to be true, as he lost his flow as well
as most of the audience halfway
through. Towards the end of Chu’s
set, he did imitations of his professors and got some mild laughs
ending his set with applause.
In his shocking entrance, Alex
Celea stated that he couldn’t stand
crippled people. As the unanimous
gasp echoed throughout the audience, he finished his sentence by
saying that it was really difficult to
keep them standing upright. Ce-

Baruch User Guide
n Once you go Mac,
you never go back.
(Well, sometimes ...)
BY ROB REALE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

JOHN LEE | THE TICKER

Clockwise: Celea, Chu and and Lang show off their wit
and humor at the Halloween Comedy show.
lea’s clever use of wordplay had the
audience roaring. As he finished
of his set, Celea left the audience
wanting more.
Max May, next up, faced quite
a challenge, as Celea was a hard
act to follow. May, a recent graduate of the college, opened with
jokes about the transition he made
from being a student to joining the
workforce. May made a convincing
Godfather impression that led the
way for the final comedian of the
night, MC Lang.
From a custom change of a onearmed ninja to just jeans and a Tshirt, Lang had jokes on a variety

of topics including the boroughs
of New York. He also did improv
and took topics from the audience,
showing his skill. At the end of the
event, the audience got to vote on
which comedian was the best by
using the RaveWireless system
through text messages on their cell
phones.
For more information on the
event as well as to sign up for the
future comedy workshops and updates on New York Boyz of Comedy, please visit their group page
on Facebook or contact Chu at victric@victric.com.

It seems that more and more
Macs are popping up on campus
— and it’s no wonder as Apple’s
market share in the last quarter
surged 32 percent.
I am a switcher, and I could not
be happier. Primarily, one cannot
underestimate the value of “everything works.” It really does. With
Unix as the basis for the operating
system (OS X), not only does everything work, multitasking with
the Mac is smooth and you never
have to close an application to run
something else.
The main reason I switched
was the ability to run Windows
on a Mac — which only meant
that I could presumably remain
connected to Windows while I
made the transition. I couldn’t
leave Windows forever, right? How
could I do that? That’s impossible,
I thought. How wrong I was!
I thought it would be helpful
to highlight three common ways
in which Mac users can run Windows. It is especially helpful in the
beginning of the switching process
to not be entirely disconnected
from Windows programs.
Boot Camp
Boot Camp (Apple) lets you
boot your Mac from a separate
partition of the hard drive. It
worked perfectly for me. However,
the problem with this is that you
can’t run Windows and OS X at the
same time. It is free, and probably
best for the user who occasionally
needs to run a Windows program
and can do so by itself. Certainly
while you are running Windows
you can check your e-mail on the
Web, or edit a spreadsheet. The
only limitation in running Windows with this method are the
limitations of Windows itself. You
must dedicate a specified amount
of disk space, a minimum of 10GB
to the Windows partition. It requires Windows XP2 Home/Professional with Service Pack 2, and
the Boot Camp software will make
you a complete drivers’ CD to use
when you install Windows. It is
highly recommended that you install antivirus and firewall software
to protect your entire system from
malicious software. (www.apple.
com/bootcamp.)
Parallels Desktop for Mac

you to run Windows in a window
on your Mac desktop. I have tried
this software and it rocks. It runs
smoothly and flawlessly — and I
am pretty sure it runs Windows
faster than a PC! It boots and operates Windows from a re-sizable
file, not a partition. On my system,
it allocated 512MB of RAM and
8GB of hard drive space. In true
Mac tradition, everything works.
The limitation with Parallels is
that you can only run the peripherals connected directly to the USB
ports on the computer. This means
that the devices connected to a
hub won’t be visible to Windows.
However, I had printing issues but
solved it by sharing the printer on
the Mac side and connecting to
it on the Windows side — thus,
bypassing the need for it to be directly connected to the computer
and leaving me two USB ports for
other stuff.
Parallels run any version of
Windows from 3.10 all the way
to the Vista beta release. It also
runs Linux, DOS, Solaris, OS/2
and some other OSs. Antivirus
and firewall software are still recommended for the protection of
your Windows system; Parallels
maintains that because it is a selfcontained file, there is no risk of
damage to the Mac system. (www.
parallels.com.)
CrossOver
CrossOver
(Codeweavers,
$59.95, 60-day trial) runs Mac applications directly, without needing to have Windows installed.
CrossOver supports a large number of applications, but generally
only the most popular ones. I’m
sure someone has a use for running Internet Explorer on a Mac,
but that’s not the average user
since we have at least five browsers
to choose from. I do have a need to
run some esoteric programs that
do not have a Mac version, but
they were largely unsupported.
CrossOver’s best use is probably
for a Windows program that you
own or love and can’t afford the
Mac version, or just don’t want to
switch. Frankly, I hate Office for
the Mac, so being able to run Office for Windows comes in handy.
(www.codeweavers.com.)
As for myself, I started out with
Boot Camp, and realized within
the first month that I did not need
Windows much. In fact, there is
only one program I needed to run
— the PaperPort software that
came with my old scanner saved
files in a proprietary format that I
need to refer to those files and/or
convert them. Otherwise, I’m all
Mac and I’m loving it.

Parallels Desktop for Mac (Parallels, $79, 15-day trial) allows

WWW.GIZMODO.COM
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Students enjoying free Starbucks coffee from Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.

Coffeehouse Social invites students to chill
BY ELMER ORTIZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As midterms and finals approach, the library is filled with students studying hard with their eyes
glued to their textbooks, drinking a
grande coffee from Starbucks. This
past month, it was midterms. They

wreak havoc on our lives, since they
come right in the middle of the semester and, all at once. At times,
Baruch students who are driven
to succeed do not set aside time
to relax and take a breather from
the stress and anxiety of the exam
season. For this reason, the Inter-

Milking Baruch Liberal
Arts for all its worth
BY ELYSSA MALDONADO
STAFF WRITER

Even though Baruch is well
known to be a business oriented
college, most do not realize that
there is more to this school than
just business. Since students often have other talents, the College tries to provide students
with the necessary support and
help students improve those
talents. Furthermore, there are
clubs and organizations inside
the school for people with multiple interests. The variety of clubs
enables students to find more
than one interest. Most of these
clubs and organizations offer
contests to promote themselves.
Some of these organizations
are the Baruch Performing Arts
Center, which stages plays every
year, the Fine and Performing
Arts Department and Encounters magazine.
The poster contest is being
held by the arts department in
cooperation with the BPAC. The
goal of the contest is to find the
best and most attractive design
to be used for current BPAC
plays. Not only are the contestants, who are the students in
the ART 3058 class, fueling and
expanding their creativity, but
the winning poster will also be
used for advertisements around
Baruch to attract viewers to this
semester’s shows. To give the
students that special push towards competing, the school offers a prize of up to $250. Since
this contest is held every semester, the popularity of this contest
is growing and is open to anyone
within the class.
Besides the cultivation of
graphic talents, the department
also focuses on musical ones.
The department is currently
holding a song writing contest,
which will allow the winners
to perform at this semester’s
concert in December. Professor
Philip Lambert said, “[The submissions] will be judged on everything from melody, harmony,
presentation and artistry. There
are so many elements to a great
song.” The first prizewinner will
receive an award of $100. This

contest is a little more widely
known, so the amount of applicants varies. However, students
shouldn’t let that discourage
them from entering.
Encounters magazine is Baruch’s literary journal of original
poetry, short stories and essays
submitted by Baruch students.
For the fourth semester in a row,
Encounters is holding a cover
contest, in which applicants can
compete to design the cover of
the magazine. Dov Gibor, editorin-chief of Encounters, organizes
the contest.
“We’re looking to get more
people involved, and since we
have a budget, we added a prize
to [award] whoever wins,” said
Gibor. The prize for the winner
of this contest is an iPod worth
approximately $250. The usual
amount of applicants in this contest is pretty low, so the chances
of winning are pretty good. This
semester’s theme is “Surreal Encounters” and the magazine is
looking for an upbeat and festive
look. Even though this semester’s
contest deadline has just passed
on Friday Nov. 10, Baruch students can enter next semester’s
contest. This semester’s winner
will be announced on Dec. 7, at
the magazine’s release reception.
These contests encourage
Baruch students to explore their
options outside the business
field. It is through the participation in these competitions and
other extracurricular activities
that most hidden talents are discovered. Growing one’s talents
is the main point behind these
contests, and most students discover new abilities. The prizes
are just incentives to give students that final push towards
realizing them. Many more contests go on at Baruch besides the
mentioned ones. If you have a
talent and think you can use it
to gain a prize or better yourself,
there probably is something out
there for you. Don’t be afraid to
put yourself out there and experience the liberal arts. Since new
contests happen each semester,
it just gives you more chances to
prove yourself.

Varsity Christian Fellowship hosted
a coffee social as a way to improve
our quality of life during this stressful period.
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship serves more than 35,000 students in over 560 colleges and universities nationwide with the purpose of creating communities who
follow Jesus and want to impact
their schools through the teachings of Christ. Baruch’s InterVarsity
chapter has been in existence since
1977.
Held on Thursday Oct. 26, the
purpose of the coffeehouse social
was for Baruch students to connect
with one another between studying for midterms. With live acoustic
guitar music and candlelit tables,
students got to enjoy conversations
and listen to speaker Tom Richter, a senior pastor at New Hope

Christian Church in Queens, who
has become a nationally-known
speaker. Richter had people laughing as he spoke about life experiences and properly dealing with
stress. All this took place while the
InterVarsity students served free
Starbucks coffee and Entenmann’s
desserts. It was a great opportunity
for students to relax for an hour
and a half instead of thinking about
their midterms.
Club members felt that the
event was a huge success. Shobi
Varghese, InterVarsity’s president
said, “It was good to see a great
turn out. People wanted to hang
out even after the event was over.”
Varghese, a senior, said that, “Baruch students are hungry to be in a
community with people. And InterVarsity is here to serve [them].” For
this event, Varghese partnered with

Starbucks, who agreed to donate
beverages for the event.
The response from students was
equally enthusiastic. Travis Ramkissoon, a sophomore, said, “The
ambience of the coffeehouse was
sophisticated and organized. Everyone was very welcoming and
time flew by with everything that
went on from interacting with each
other to listening to Tom Richter. It
was, altogether, a very good event.”
This coffeehouse social allowed
Baruch students to connect in a
new way. It is a real privilege to get
to know people of different backgrounds, ethnicities and faiths.
Those who missed this event can
still take advantage of another coffeehouse social, which will be held
on Dec. 7.
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Let’s talk about . . .
A little sexy something, for every body
BY STACEY KOROLKOVA
STAFF WRITER

WWW.BAMNFOOD.COM

Spare change equals
dinner at Bamn!
Bamn!
37 St. Mark’s Pl (Cross Street:
Between 2nd Avenue and
3rd Avenue)
New York, NY 10003
(212) 358-7685
Directions: 6 at Astor Pl
Out of 5 stars:
Food: ∂∂∂∂∂
Service: ∂∂∂∂
Atmosphere: ∂∂∂∂
Price: $

BY OLEXA CAPILI
STAFF WRITER

Have only some loose change
in your pocket and are hungry for
a quick fix? Have no worries, for
at Bamn! you can drop your spare
change into one of their vending
machines and fix yourself up with
a hot, fresh meal.
The newly opened Bamn!, located on Saint Mark’s Place, is different that anything you’ve probably seen before. Comprised of a
small open storefront, the interior
consists of nothing but a bunch of
vending machines to the left, two
change machines, a small counter
to eat on to the right and a counter for ordering food in the middle.
Hot pink lighting casts a somewhat
futuristic glow on the vending machines, while the pumping dance
music in the background makes
you feel as though you’ve landed
on some other planet. A futuristic
concept? Well, not exactly.
Bamn! takes the form of a
modern-day automat, which is a
fast-food restaurant where simple foods are dispensed through
coin-operated vending machines.
The customer simply drops in the
required number of coins and
then opens a window to retrieve
the food. According to Wikipedia,
the first automat in the U.S. was
opened June 12, 1902 in Philadelphia by Horn & Hardart. Horn &
Hardart was the most prominent
automat chain and brought the
automat to New York City in 1912.
Automats remained very popular
until the 1950s, with the rise of
fast food restaurants and inflation.
The last Horn & Hardart automat,
at 42nd Street and Third Avenue,
closed in 1991. Bamn! is the first
automat in the United States to
have opened since then.
According to co-owner Robert
Kwak, Bamn! offers people exactly
what they want — tasty, inexpensive food in conveniently sized
bite sized snacks that’s perfect for
people on the go. They are not full
meals, but just enough to satisfy
people in between meals. Added
to this convenience is the fact
that there is virtually no waiting in
line, and the restaurant is open 24
hours a day, or “24/7” as the own-

ers call it.
Mr. Kwak also mentioned that
while menu items are very lowcost, the quality and taste of items
has been carefully planned. The
menu was developed by acclaimed
head chef Kevin Reilly, who also
serves as executive chef at The Water Club. Freshness is also stressed,
and after 15 minutes most of the
food, like the sandwiches and
burgers, get thrown out. The vending machines are continuously
stocked from the kitchen, which is
located directly behind them.
The most popular item is the
mac and cheese kroket ($2.00). It’s
about the same shape and size of
a Twinkie and is deep fried on the
outside. After one bite, you’ll discover that the inside is a surprise
of cheesy good bliss. It’s everything
you’d expect from a regular mac
and cheese dish — tasty, densely
packed, and very filling. Another
popular choice is the teriburger
($2.50), which is a teriyaki chicken
burger. Inside, the meat is juicy
and tender and is topped with lettuce, tomato and onion. The bun is
also amazingly soft and doughy.
The Asian roast pork bun ($2.00)
is also done perfectly. It is toasty
on the outside, while the inside
is tasty with its pork, onions,and
red sauce. The peanut butter and
jelly pockets ($2.00) taste pretty
much like your standard PB and J
sandwich except that the outside
is deep fried. The Bamn! donuts
($1.00) consist of two little round
doughnuts about two inches wide
that are topped with powdered
sugar. They taste almost like zeppoles, but without the chewy texture.
Besides the vending machines,
there is also a live server behind
the take-out counter which customers can order the same food
that is featured in the vending machines, just to make sure it’s extra
fresh and cooked on the spot. You
can also order other items not featured in the vending machines,
such as fries, chicken wings, ice
cream and drinks.
The green tea soft serve ice
cream ($2.00) is creamy and flavorful. There is also a wide variety
of flavored shaved ice, which cost
$2.50. Although standard dipping
sauces like ketchup, mustard and
Tabasco are provided free, customers may also order from a wide
variety of other exotic sauces. Each
costs $0.75, and they have everything from chipotle mayo to mango chutney to wasabi mayo.
Overall, Bamn! seems like a
novel concept that will only gain
in popularity. It is especially great
for going to after bars or clubbing
when you only have spare change
left. You leave full, satisfied and
most importantly with money leftover to spend elsewhere.

Ladies, let’s face it: 34-24-36
sounds more like a locker combination than a description of a
woman’s body. A woman’s figure
is a much more intimate, sensitive subject than a tape measure
can gauge. The variety of women’s
body types creates an amazing
spectrum of beauty. This beauty
should be emphasized — starting
from underneath. What better way
to indulge your sensuality than
with lingerie?
Lingerie is meant to contribute
to a woman’s natural sensuality,
highlighting her shape and size.
Just as a well put-together outfit can
enhance any features a girl wishes
to play up or conceal anything
undesired, a well-chosen lingerie
ensemble can do the same. According to www.Beautyden.com,
“A woman can truly express herself through her intimate apparel.
[She] may allow her feminine side
to glow, her sexy and seductive
side to romp or her innocent and
gentle side to shine.”
Though women often create
body image wish lists, each has
something to be proud of or something she wants to show off. For example, a full-figured friend of mine
often complains about her larger
frame. But I see her ample breasts
and thighs as the embodiment of
Rubenesque sexuality. A corset is
ideal for her body type. While minimizing the waist, it emphasizes a
generous chest and full hips. For a
bit more coverage, a well-endowed
dame could try a longer gown, ei-

ther in a solid color or laced. Such
pieces create a unified silhouette.
However, other women want to
add curves to a slender frame. The
solution lies in detail. Lacy bras
and frilly panties, patterned baby-

“A woman can
truly express
herself through her
intimate apparel.”
dolls and added bows create visual
volume. Bra/panty garter sets are
often good solutions. A high cut
bottom lengthens the leg and enhances the hips. Cut out sides also
emphasize the design, creating an
hourglass illusion.
And, of course, any girl can
benefit from a garter belt with
fishnet thigh highs, paired with
stilettos. But more than anything
else, a woman’s choice of lingerie
depends on her mood and confidence. Women need to assert their
allure! Wear that sheer minidress
or chemise because it makes you
feel beautiful, not because it will
transform you into the girl modeling it! Recognize that lingerie is a
tool for celebrating our sensuality
and our inner feminine beauty.
For great lingerie options, check
out:
www.heartthroblingerie.com
www.victoriassecret.com
www.pamperedpassions.com
www.dimout.com

WWW.HEARTTHROBLINGERIE.COM
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Cash awards open to aspiring fiction writers
BY ANEAL LALLA
STAFF WRITER

As a writer sits down to compose the next great literary classic,
they face a variety of challenges:
there needs to be an intriguing
plot, characters with depth and a
mildly entertaining setting. Once
those things are in place, then
comes what many consider the
most daunting part of the process
— getting published.
Publishers receive countless
manuscripts to review and they
are often the works of young, inexperienced writers. Like in any
other job, publishers want to see
experience and credibility. Sobol
Literary Enterprises took notice of
this disparity and created an innovative award program to assist
aspiring fiction writers. The Sobol
Award aims to discover talented,
unknown fiction writers and help
them get published.
“The award gives feedback from
experienced readers to writers,”
said Brigitte Weeks, editorial director at Sobol. “There are also substantial prizes and the possibility
of representation for the winning
manuscripts,” she said.
To qualify for the award, the
manuscripts must never have been

BORIS BERDICHEVSKYI AND VICTOR CHU | THE TICKER

S.O.S. fashion show
not to be missed
n Baruch’s fifth
fashion show is
almost here!
BY RIANA JAGARNATH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With less than a week left until
Shop of Style’s (S.O.S.) fifth annual
Multicultural Fashion Show on
Nov. 17, models are certainly feeling the pressure when it comes to
acing the routine while keeping up
with their studies.
In an interview with Inna
Shinder, vice president of S.O.S.,
she said that this year’s theme is
“Elemental Fashion” applying to
the elements of nature: air, earth,
water and fire. She also eagerly expressed that “this theme was born
after reviewing all of our designers and evaluating what themes
[could] apply to each scene. In the
end, the board decided that each
scene relates to the elements of nature, hence arriving with the spectacular theme ‘Elemental Fashion.’” The host of this year’s show
is DJ Sickamore who is known for
guest appearances on TRL and his
instrumental beats, which are featured on MTV and BET.
The show will feature student
design talent from students of
F. I. T. and Baruch. This is the first
time S.O.S. is working with these
designers. Their unique designer
talent and originality will bring
variety to the show. S.O.S. is also
working with one of Baruch’s own
designers, Danii Oliver, whose

“Do Collection” was featured in
last week’s Ticker.
Aside from talented college
student designs, the show will also
feature clothing from designer
Mia Quinn, G-Unit’s stylist, who
has been heavily involved with
fashion shows.
Anyone who has ever attended
the fashion show knows that the
show includes multiple entertainment acts, such as dancers, comedians, musical artists and more.
Shinder said that both of Baruch’s
talented and well-known MPAG
and X-factors dancers always put
on an amazing dance performance
year after year that really adds to
talent to the show. “We greatly appreciate their time and dedication
for preparing a top notch dance
performance every year.” Another
dance performance is the Network
Dance group, which will be performing in this show for the first
time.
Other highlights include a rap
performance by Ekspo, who were
New York City finalists for a new
reality show titled “Hip-Hop Boot
Camp” run by Joe Jackson, Michael Jackson’s father. Ekspo are
currently promoting their solo independent CD No Format.
Tickets for the fashion show
will be available in the lobby this
Monday through Thursday and in
the Office of Student Life, room 2210 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
If you have any questions
concerning the show, feel free to
e-mail Shop of Style at sos_at_baruch@yahoo.com.

published before and must be in
English. Manuscripts should be
submitted through the company’s
Web site, www.sobolaward.com,
by Dec. 31. The Web site can handle up to 50,000 submissions and
there is an entry fee of $85. Manuscripts will then be evaluated by a
panel of judges that include librarians, independent book sellers
and established authors. Former
Ballantine publisher, Greg Tobin,
former National Book Awards executive director, Neil Baldwin and
vice president of Spark Publishing
at Barnes & Noble, Robert Riger, all
serve on Sobol’s panel of judges.
The pool will then be condensed
to 100, then to 50 and finally to the
top 10. Prizes of $100,000, $25,000
and $10,000 will be awarded to the
authors of the three best manuscripts and $1,000 will be awarded
to the seven other finalists. Sobol
will also present all 10 finalists and
other selected works from the top
50 submissions, to publishers and,
in some cases, to movie producers. “As the winners’ agent, we will
nurture them, introduce them to
publishers and negotiate the best
deals for them,” said Gur Shomron,
founder of Sobol Literary Enterprises.
“For many talented writers,

finding a publisher is more difficult
than writing their novel,” Shomron
said. “Most publishing houses have
done away with the ‘slush pile’ of
unsolicited manuscripts and refuse
to consider work without an agent.
The agents themselves can handle
only a fraction of the writers who
approach them and often are not
looking to take on new clients. I
found this shocking, and then realized it was an opportunity.”
Shomron, a technology entrepreneur and investor, witnessed
first hand how difficult the process
is for unknown authors when he
tried to find a publisher for his first
novel two years ago. “I bought the
Writers Market and saw that there
was nowhere for unsolicited writers to go,” he said. Shomron wanted to fill that void in the publishing
industry so he gathered a group
of private investors and created
Sobol Literary Enterprises, Inc., a
for-profit company that nurtures
writers’ careers, rewards them financially and acts as agents to get
them published.
“I believe there are major works
[that are] not getting discovered,”
Shomron said. “We plan to build
an institution [that will] stand for a
long time.”

NOVEMBER 13, 2006

THE TICKER LEISURE | PAGE 20

J

Comics

OUT OF CONTEXT - VICTOR CHU

MARCH OF THE MEANIES - MACHAEL KLAMBATSEN

Submit your
doodles to us!
Drop them off
at VC 3-290 or
e-mail them to
Jessica Baptiste.
ticker_leisure@yahoo.com

Baruch Beat
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 13

Big Can Food Drive
Baruch Honors Program, Beta
Alpha Psi, Golden Key, Phi Eta
Sigma and Sigma Alpha Delta
2nd Floor Lobby
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Free Flu Shots
Health Center
VC 3-240
9:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Palestine Awareness
Week: Lamis Deek
Arab Alliance
VC 3-215
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 14
Blade to the Heat by Oliver Mayer
Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch
Performing Arts Center (BPAC)
Tickets: $10 and available
at the BPAC Box Office.
7:30 p.m.
Description:
Gritty, streetwise and actionpacked, exploring the Latino

boxing circuit of 1959.
Directed by Thom Garvey.

Israeli Café
Hillel
VC 1-107 (Multipurpose Room)
12:25 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.
Palestine Awareness Week: Film
Arab Alliance
VC 2-215
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Darfur Genocide: D. Salin
& Y. Osman, American
Informed Democracy
AIESEC
VC 10-145
12:40 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.
Advice from HR Executives
in Finance
Executives On Campus, Finance
& Economics Society
VC 14-235
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Career Program Promotion
Investment Banking Club
VC 2-125
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 15

Arab Alliance
VC 2-125
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Society (BCAS)
VC 3-160
12:40 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Grad Social
Graduate Student Association
VC 1-107 (Multipurpose Room)
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Artist Management Networking:
Dave Lori & Danny Hest
NY Music Industry Association
VC 3-165
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Blade to the Heat by Oliver Mayer
Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch
Performing Arts Center (BPAC)
Tickets: $10 and available
at the BPAC Box Office.
7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 16
Palestine Awareness Week:
Professor Joseph Massad
Arab Alliance
Mason Hall (17 Lexington Ave)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Networking Luncheon
Accounting Society, ALPFA,
Beta Alpha Psi, NAASA, NABA
VC 1-107 (Multipurpose Room)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Mediaedge: Randy Levine,
Jeff Levine Media Planners
Baruch Student Advertising

Career Dinner
Sigma Alpha Delta Honor Society
VC 1-107 (Multipurpose Room)
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Blade to the Heat by Oliver Mayer
Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch
Performing Arts Center (BPAC)
Tickets: $10 and available
at the BPAC Box Office.
7:30 p.m.
Reviewing your Mission
and Strategic direction:
mergers, alliances, and
The Unthinkable with Alair
Townsend, publishing director,
Crain’s New York Business
and former New York City
deputy mayor for Finance and
Economic development : School
of Public Affairs135 East 22nd
Street, Room 301.
Please RSVP by e-mail at
nonprofit_workshops@
baruch.cuny.edu or call 646-

660-6743. RSVP Required.

FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 17
5th Annual Multicultural
Fashion Show
Shop of Style
Mason Hall, 17 Lexington Ave
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Blade to the Heat by Oliver Mayer
Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch
Performing Arts Center (BPAC)
Tickets: $10 and available
at the BPAC Box Office.
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 18
Blade to the Heat by Oliver Mayer
Nagelberg Theatre, Baruch
Performing Arts Center (BPAC)
Tickets: $10 and available
at the BPAC Box Office.
2:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
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Hot stove preview: the arms race
BY IRVING DEJOHN
STAFF WRITER

Now that the post season has
concluded and another champion
has been crowned, it is time for
baseball’s second season to start.
General managers are furiously
pounding away on their BlackBerries trying to stock up on talent to
improve their teams for next year.
Now that the hot stove has been
turned on and is sure to keep us
warm for what will be a long winter, let’s preview the top starting
pitchers available this off-season.
Barry Zito: Arguably the best
pitcher of the current free agent
crop this year, Barry Zito will have
an immediate impact wherever he
chooses to sign. Zito, at 28 years
old, is entering the prime of his
career. He has pitched more than
200 innings in each of the past six
seasons while winning an average of 16 games. However, don’t
mistake durability for dominance.
Zito never matched the brilliance
of his 2001 Cy Young Award pitching campaign (2.75 ERA, 23 wins).

With very few excellent pitchers
available, Zito may get more money than his 3.83 ERA, high walk
and low strikeout totals deserve.
Daisuke Matsuzaka: Matsuzaka wants to make the transition
from Japan to the MLB. Tied to a
system that resembles an arranged
marriage more than a free agent
signing, the MLB team must win a
blind bidding war that is projected
to reach a $20 million compensation to be paid to the Seibu Lions
before even talking to Matsuzaka.
Although he has had amazing success in Japan, how that equates to
major league success is unknown.
His major league career could go
either way.
Jason Schmidt: Schmidt, one
of the best strikeout pitchers in
the National League, is going to
be a definite commodity this offseason. Since 2001, Schmidt has
collected as many strikeouts as
innings pitched and averaged 15
wins over that span of time. The
only question about Schmidt is
whether he can continue to pitch
as well as he has despite turning 34

years old before the season begins.
Andy Pettitte: Remember him,
Yankee fans? Despite elbow problems and questions about retirement, Pettitte has been one of the
best second-half pitchers in the
past two years and has a proven
track record. After recently filing
for free agency, Pettitte will have
plenty of suitors.
Roger Clemens: Clemens is
without a doubt headed to the Hall
of Fame, but when he will finally
retire is a mystery. After toying
with the idea of retirement since
the end of the 2003 season, Clemens has just kept coming back. His
19 starts last season proved he still
has a great deal to offer to whoever
is willing to give him benefits that
most players wouldn’t dare asking
for.
Other notable free agents include: Miguel Batista, Orlando
Hernandez, Ted Lilly, Greg Maddux, Gil Meche, Mark Mulder,
Tomo Ohka, Vicente Padilla, Jeff
Suppan, Jeff Weaver, Woody Williams and Randy Wolf.

Baruch Cross Country Teams
make a great run at ECAC final
BY MARINA SOBIYEVA
The
cross-country
teams
proudly attended the ECAC 6K
Final two weeks ago at Williams
College, running against some of
the best schools on the east coast.
The women’s team finished 30th
place (out of 35). While the men
lacked runners to be scored as a
team, they still ran holding nothing back.
Jessica Penaherrera was the
frontrunner for the women placing
91 out of 242 collegiate runners.
Mercedes Zegarra and Temmi
Arijeloye also made an impressive
show of power and stamina at the
meet.
Some of the runners attributed
the different running environment
to how they performed at the meet.
“I didn’t feel too well about my
time or my place, but the conditions were very unfamiliar. I can’t
speak for the team, but it was very
cold, the coldest weather I’ve ever

raced in,” said David Wong.
Although none of the Baruch
runners finished in the top 15,
they have a lot to be proud of. “I
am proud of what we have accomplished since we have come a long
way from the very beginning. We
have practiced very hard to make
a strong appearance at ECAC, especially since we were the only
CUNY school participating,” said
Mercedes Zegarra.
Zegarra hopes that next year
Baruch will make it into the NCAA
Regionals. “It is a wonderful way to
compete against other girls from
different states … running in different meets against different girls
on different courses gives you a
better idea of how you truly run
and builds up you[r] confidence,”
she said.
The cross county team’s first
season as a CUNY varsity team
proved to be a major success.
We look forward to seeing them
compete again next season.
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Cross country has a great run this year.

Mangini’s Jets set for round two
BY ANEAL LALLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Fresh off their bye week, the
New York Jets prepare to take on
their division rivals, the New England Patriots in week 10 of the NFL
season. It marks Eric Mangini’s
first trip back to Gillette Stadium as
head coach of the Jets. Hoping for
better results than their first meeting earlier this year, Mangini and
his staff have their hands full with
a Patriots team looking to rebound
from a loss on Sunday night to Peyton Manning and the Colts.
At 4-4, the Jets have already superseded expectations for this season. With a sensational draft class
already paying dividends, and the
creativity of offensive coordinator,
Brian Schottenheimer, the rebuilding process seems to be ahead of
schedule. The most significant
change however has come with the
attitude of the team.
The meticulous Mangini has
preached the importance of fundamentals and teamwork from the
day he became head coach. The
lackluster performances and losing culture that persisted during

the Herman Edwards era seem but
a distant memory now.
“The guys here worked incredibly hard since I got here. They
keep working hard, and the type of
preparation has gotten a little better each week as far as individually and as a group and a staff. So
there’s definitely been progress in
those areas,” Mangini said as he
addressed the New England media
this week.
It should be a close battle as
Mangini tries to stymie his mentor Bill Belichick and former team.
Injuries will surely impact the Patriots’ defensive game plan this
week.
With an already depleted secondary, the Patriots suffered a major loss at strong safety last week
against the Colts. Team leader Rodney Harrison will miss an extended
period of time with a broken right
shoulder blade. Even without Harrison, the famed Patriot 3-4 defense still stands as an imposing
force with veteran line backers
Teddy Bruschi, Junior Seau and
Mike Vrabel.
The emergence of run stopper
Vince Wilfork has also solidified

Lady Bearcats’
highly anticipated
return to the courts
BY RAY MOWATT
STAFF WRITER

CROSS COUNTRY

STAFF WRITER

BASKETBALL

the defensive line. On offense,
quarterback Tom Brady continues
to succeed with a minimal amount
of talent around him.
Despite last week’s four-pick
performance, Brady should bounce
back to championship form against
a still developing Jets defense.
Drawing the defense in with the
two-headed running attack of veteran Corey Dillion and rookie Laurence Maroney will allow Brady to
take shots against the Jet secondary, which has been solid this year
thanks to safety Kerry Rhodes and
corner back Justin Miller.
For the Jets, an almost nonexistent running attack on offense and
an inability to stop the run on defense has been a lethal combination all season. The pressure will
be placed on Chad Pennington’s
shoulders once again to lead his
team to victory.
Wide receivers Laveranues
Coles and Jerricho Cotchery need
to utilize their playmaker abilities,
as they did against the Patriots in
September, to make this game interesting. Look for the Patriots to
control the time of possession and
ultimately prevail in this match up.

The first conference game the
2005-2006 women’s basketball
team played was a close call, with
the Bearcats winning by 3 points in
overtime against Hunter College.
They won their final regular season conference game by 4 points
against a mediocre Lehman team,
which the Bearcats dominated
earlier in the season. Considering
that, the only stress the team had
on their way to an impressive 13-0
record against CUNY teams (23-7
overall) was the CUNYAC Championship and Baruch College’s first
Women’s NCAA tournament.
On the way to their perfect record, the Lady Bearcats issued a
57-point beating of City Tech, only
topped by a 63-point win over
CCNY. Combined, City Tech and
CCNY managed a dismal 1-25 record, but impressive victories for
the Bearcats nonetheless.
Last year’s postseason was an
exciting time for the women’s team,
one in which Coach Machli Joseph
said was possibly the greatest season in Baruch and CUNY history.
“We had the ingredients,” said Joseph. “It was just a matter of playing the best ball towards the end of
the season.”
They barely broke a sweat during the 2005-2006 campaign. They
cruised in their final few games of
the year, winning 13 of their last 15
games before championship play
began. Their final tune-up before
the CUNYAC quarterfinals ended
in another 60-plus point cakewalk
against non-conference opponent

Fisher College of Boston on Senior Night. This was a night where
Baruch saw five players play their
last regular season game, including
Baruch’s all-time leader in 3-point
field goals and 2nd all-time scorer
Jessenia Marrero, and the all-time
assist leader Diane Ramirez.
Joseph says, “The loss is going
to hurt because you can’t replace
experience.” What he hopes is to
capitalize on is what he expects to
be his best recruiting class yet. He’s
brought in seven new players, five
of which are anticipated to make
major contributions throughout
the season. He credits the success
of the recruiting class to a more
involved approach by different departments around the College.
All said, Baruch looks forward to
equaling last year’s achievements
and trying to better themselves. CUNYAC Coach of the Year Joseph will
lead an experienced group of women, including star guard Chiresse
Paradise, who was named 20052006 All-Met Division III Women’s
Basketball Player of the Year by the
National Invitational Tournament
and Met Basketball Writer’s Association. Joseph is thrilled to know
that Paradise has two years of eligibility remaining. Smiling from ear
to ear, he said that he “knew [that]
she had the potential to be a great
player within the conference,” and
credits Paradise, because she works
hard on and off the court.
Expect the Lady Bearcats to
continue building on what they’ve
achieved when their season begins
Nov. 18, in a Tip-off tournament
hosted by New Jersey City College.
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SWIMMING

Women swim to victory, men hung out to dry

VICTOR CHU | THE TICKER

Baruch’s men suffered a dissapointing loss against tough CUNY opponent, CSI.
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

The women kicked off their
CUNY season with a crucial victory against the College of Staten
Island Dolphins last Thursday at
the Athletic and Recreation Center.
The men were not so lucky, experiencing a few setbacks against the
Dolphins.
The women were lead by Junior
Annelie Gregor who won three
events to help push the Bearcats
past CSI. She also broke her own
school record in the 100-meter back
and 200-meter individual medley.

Gregor has proven herself as an
extremely valuable asset since she
transferred from BMCC this fall.
Baruch’s multi-sport star Jessica Penaherrera walked away with
three wins in the 800-meter and
400-meter free, as well as the 100m
fly.
Grace Kim, Amber Fleming, Angela Miranda and Cassie Mendola
grabbed first place in the 200-meter
free relay, ensuring their first win in
the CUNY standings.
On the men’s side, Elia Erid, Justin Wong, Carlos Neito and Brian
Ramirez grabbed first place in the
200-meter medley relay.

Newcomer Michael Shiwnath
took second in the 100-meter back
and broke a team record. The Saint
Francis Prep star is beginning to
make a name for himself as a top
contender for the CUNYAC Rookie
of the Year award.
The men were in close contention with CSI throughout the meet,
but with missing swimmers and an
unfortunate disqualification in the
breaststroke, the men fell behind
the Dolphins and lost by 15 points.
Both Bearcat teams anticipate
a big win against York College on
Nov. 28, at Jamaica.
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2005 CUNYAC Coach of the Year Charles Lampasso plans on having a strong season

SOCCER

Baruch soccer dreams come true
BY MARIANE ST. MAURICE
STAFF WRITER

VICTOR CHU | THE TICKER

Men’s soccer played with immense pride last Saturday to win the CUNYAC.

Good players win games; great
teams win championships. On
Saturday, Nov. 4 the Baruch soccer
team proved that they are a great
team, by defeating the John Jay
Bloodhounds 1-0, clinching their
second championship title in three
years.
Although only one goal was
scored during the entire game, it
would be unfair to say that the battle was uninteresting. Both teams
fought hard for the victory and for a
position in the NCAA tournament,
but the Bearcats prevailed, putting
an end to the Cinderella story of 8seeded John Jay.
Freshman Daniel Wright scored
Baruch’s winning goal in the 25th
minute of the game, with an assist
from David Shin, a junior. The partial view the referee had at the time
required him to ask the linesman’s
opinion, creating controversy on
the Bloodhounds’ side. However,
the goal, which was scored on a re-

bound was valid and gave Baruch
the lead.
Even if the goal could be considered by many to be what propelled
the Bearcats to victory, Wright did
not see it as such. “It wasn’t my goal
that won the game as much as the
team defense. When I scored it,
there was still 65 minutes to play
and the defense won it for us.” Once
again, teamwork proved to be the
key to victory.
Head coach Ranford Champagnie was happy to be back behind
the bench with his team after being suspended, saying the experience was funny, yet welcomed.
Although content with the team’s
performance in the finals, Champagnie admitted that going into the
NCAA tournament, the team would
have to take advantage of their opportunities to score more.
The Baruch Bearcats were the
only CUNY team to be in the National Collegiate Athletic Association’s
soccer tournament, and battled
valiantly against the Wesleyan University Cardinals on Wednesday,

Nov. 8 in Middletown, Conn. Playing on a field that was new to them,
the Bearcats had to face an experienced team that is ranked 20th in
the nation. The first half of the game
remained scoreless, thanks to exceptional defense on the part of the
Bearcats. Goalie Nelson DiBastiano
faced a busy and stressful half, but

had the support of his defensemen, such as senior Thomas
Louisy, who played brilliantly
throughout the game.
Wesleyan scored early, giving
them more momentum to keep
the pressure on the Bearcats.
The Cardinals proceeded to put
in four more goals before the
end of the game, sending hundreds of fans into hysteria.
As the end of the game was
approaching, the Baruch coaches cleared the bench, allowing
all the seniors to be a part of
this important championship.
Though their run in the NCAA
championship was a short one,
the Baruch soccer team remains
the 2006 CUNYAC champions.

